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SLA 


The recent appearance of a pamphlet entitled "History Will Absolve Us" 
has brought into sharp focus a recurring problem that we feel must be dealt 
with, Neither this pamphlet nor any of the so-called S.L.a, communiques 
which have cone out since the capture of Emily and Bill originated from or 
represent the politics of the S.L.A. 2 

Our basic feelings are that the practice of signing "SLA" to political 
statements is counter-productive and in direct contradiction to the action 
oriented politics of the guerrilla. Comrads whose committment lies in fur- 
thering the revolutionary struggle can best do this by clarifying their cm 
political positions thru direct action, The strength of the revolutiozery 
movement lies in the diversity of ell of its participents, since there is 
no singularly ‘correct! path leading to the total victory of the social 
revolution, 

The four of us are presently working on a detailed analysis of the ac- 
tions end underlying ideologicel foundations of the S.L.A., both past and 
present, This should clarify our position and answer many folks questions, 
including such distorted interpretations as the one put forth in "History 
Will Absolve Us" that the S.L.A.'s federation concept was meant to lead to 
the building of a Marxist-Leninist party at some future date. 

We will consistantly come out against all future attempts by any other 
folks who use the name of the S.L.A. as a way of giving voice to their own 
politics, no matter how well-intentioned they may seem. We feel it is im- 
portant not to contribute to the myths that have grown around the S.L.A. 


Guerrilla Love & Rage 
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In the last issue of DRAGON, BARC printed a statement signed "Sisters 
Of The Symbionese Liberation Army", We also distributed a pamphlet titlec 
"History Will Absolve Us" with abcut 2/3 of the DRAGONS., We stated in 
DRAGON that the pamphlet was written and printed by the S.L.A. We were 
wrong! We made this mistake due to our failure to fully check out the 
statements with the S.L.A. comrades in jail, e very short DRAGON dead- 
line, and weak analysis on our part. We fully support the position that 
Russ Little, Emily Harris, Bill Herris, and Joe Remiro have the sole 
right to speak for the S.L.A. 

We essume that those who wrote the statements we distributed were 
well~intentioned,’ and that they will carefully analyze the following 
statement from the S.L.A. to aid them in developing even greater levels 
of revolutionary consciousness and strength. 


ĖS ———————— - 


We are distributing Part Two of the N.W.L.F. communi- 
que of 9/26/75 (part one was in DRAGON #3) in this issue 
except in -copies sent to locked down comrades. Part Two 
consists of detailed instructions on making switches for 
explosive devices, We have found previously that such 
stuff simply doesn't make it through the walls ---when 
mailed. On the first side of the communique on the upper 
right diagram we have written "illegible" --we could not 
read what was written in the copy we saw. On the second 
side in the lower left diagram where we have "iritator", 
it should read "initiator". 
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We have not accomplished what we 
set out to accomplish; however this 
is not necessarily a cause for exces- 
sive self-criticism: our project is 
difficult and requires constant crea~ 
tive thought and work, And, of course 
society ill-prepares its children for 
the creation of its destruction. At 
any rate a current, and no doubt re- 
current project is to examine and at- 
tempt to understand our success and 
failure and to learn from our history. 

We recieved some feedback indica- 
ting that we haven't maintained cla- 
rity in our purpose and practice as 
an organization, particularly through 
DRAGON. When we formed in 1974, as 
when we began to print DRAGON, we de- 
fined our practice nbrrowly: we've 
tried to break down the barriers of 
communication surrounding the issue 
of armed struggle as an acceptable 
(and we think necessary) means for 
social chenge and aid in a demysti— 
fication process of people involved 


QUR BACK PAGES 


in all parts of the movement, Our 
emphasis has largely fallen on the 
development and growth of a revolu- 
tionary underground. Much of the ma- 
terial we print has consisted of ana- 
lysis and criticism of armed and clar 
Gestine activity along with communi-~ 
ques from underground groups, 
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Due to constant exposure, it's 
nearly innate in our collective mind 
that expressions of unity with the 
revolutionary underground from the 
(local, however we have no indication 
that the bay erea is unique in this 
regard) left are few— the exception 
rather than the rule, While the six 
SLA members burned in Los Angeles may 
very well begin to appear on lists of 
martyrs to be rattled off as examples 
of revolutionary courage and heroism, 
we see little reason to think that, 
should a similar situation again 
emerge, the organized aboveground 
left will be much more supportive or 
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constructively critical thet it was 
two years ago. While segments of the 
aboveground movement nave actually 
begun to tackle the issue of clandes- 
tine revolutionary activity in a se- 
rious manner, this practice is not 
yet widespread and actual expressions 
of the undertaking are few, The left 
has learned to dismiss the underground 
(and, as if by osmosis, its above- 
ground support) over too often phony 
issues, A few have been able and 


will continue to combat these com- 
mon attitudes. 

We feel that we have feiled to 
maintain clarity in presenting our 
subject matter in proper perspective, 
By constantly focusing on clandestine 
revolutionary activity and our sup- 
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port for and constructive criticism 
of it, we have helped create the il- 
lusion of a stronger and more unified 
left than exists. Comrades, (often 
prisoners) for some reason isoleted 
from our perspective concerning the 
limited capabilities of the movenent 
have been given false hopes, at least 
partially from reading our material, 


. We are sharply self-critical in this 


regard; false hopes are nothing but 
detrimental. Prisoners have a real, 
and often desparate, stake in the 
success of a revolutionary movement. 
Our focus presented without perspec- 
tive can lead comrades to defeatisn 
when hopes ignited by desparation 
come into contact with reality, We 
int at the palace sates and we want 


to make it perfectly clear whet we're 
Going. In fact, the underground is 
small, and is consciously ignored 
by too much of the aboveground move- 
ment; in fact, the entire left is 
probably of less consequence to the 
life of the country, to "the people", 
than it hes ever been, While we are 
not and don't wish to sound defeatist, 
we repeat: the palace gates aint even 
in sight-- wishing and pretending 
won't make it. 
KEKE ERKAK KEKE HEEHKEKEKKERE HEMP KKH EKEKERERE 
We should also correct a miscon— 
ception on the part of some comrades 
as to our status in the movement: we 
are aboveground and our dialogue with 
the underground is purely public 
through our paper, leaflets and other 
publications, We cannot provide any 
link-ups in terms of personell or 
material with the underground: any 
direct link (particularly conside- 
ring our political stance) would 
constitute an unthinkable breach of 


i 


security for both us and the under- 
ground comrades, 
KEKE HLKKELKEAEE KEKE RKHEKEREEKLENLEKEKKHME 
We are interested in discussion of 
this self-criticism, We will attempt 
to present our material in a truer 
perspective especially for people 
somehow isolated from what we take 
for granted. Berkeley and the Bey 
Area have developed a mystique as a 
center of revolutionary activity and 
organization; the degree to which 
that is a reality is only an indica- 
tion of the impoverished state of the 
movement nation-wide, We cannot fan 
the flames of false hopes to people 
living under the subtle or not so 
subtle boot of American imperialism 
and repression. We mustn't allow our 
@esire and need for a revolutionary 
mobilization to cause us to stray 
from concrete fact, We will attempt 
to maintain in theory and practice a 
perspective based in reality. 
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ON RACISM 


The major element that appears to dominate white left politics is the 
tendency to organize around other peoples' struggles, Cppressed people 
will not organize ground the needs of others! That is a luxury that only 
the middle class can afford. It is not our job to tell people they are 
oppressed; nor is it our job to try to guilt trip people by saying (often 
correctly) that there are more oppressed people elsewhere. Cur job as re- 
volutionaries is to work with others to develope the tools to deal with 
our oppression, to develope winning strategy and tactics, People will not 
give up what little they have unless they feel they have a reasonable 
chance of ending up with a better deal for themselves or those they care 
most about. It is through that and an understanding of class struggle 
that people will be able to relate in a committed way to struggles of 
others, The line must not point from other peoples! struggies back toward 
our own, but the other way around, When people realize that they can move 
against their enemy, they will; and when they realize that their eneny 
is the common enemy, they will embrace the struggles of all sisters and 
brothers, 

Following are several letters we have received which deal with 
(among other things) one aspect of this problem: racism and leftist 
organizing, 


KEM COMO- FROM FALSOM PRISON 


As for Joe's letter criticizing 
the left for neglecting the whita 
partisan in Prison, and deepening ne- 
gative feelings among white and brown 
convicts, he assessed the problem 
well, So mich comes to my xind on 


this subject I don't even kmow where 
to start, There are many mistakes 


of the past that need to be overcome 
not only with whits&browm conviets 
but with the same segment of people 
outside as well, In most minds, 


poh te 
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Revolutionaries, are equated solely 
with black or guilt ridden liberal 
whites who wish they were black and 
attack whiteness at every opportunity. 
In eases where unity emong the 
races has been effected, such as nu- 
merous prison strikes in 1970,'71& 
'72, the white and brown segments 
felt as if they'd keen "fronted off", 
end in many cases they were, VYirtu- 
ally all. decisicns to strike are gr~ 
rived at collectively among the races, 
White & Brom usually make up the vast 
majority of such strikers, sacrifice 
just. as much, and get beaten just as 
heard, yet when it comes to outside 
support, they vee that its primarily 
Black convicts who get it, who recieve 
visits from "activist" lawyers or om 
ganizations, They pick up a "left" 
paper and read how "black convicts 
lead the strike,” and how so and so 
was beaten or gassed tut no mention 
of the Brown and White brothers on 
either side who also got beaten or 
gassed the same way, for the same 
taing, In many instances, while 
felony cherges would be filed, the 
black conviet would have "left" law- 
yers end support; the white convict 
in the same position, would have a 


public defender and nothing else, 
"fronted & left" (to hang), Along 
with this he is put on the defensive 
from white literals attacking white 
people in general, when in fact the 
white convict feels he has been fuc- 
ked over.as bad or worse than black. 


convicts, He doesn't even begin to 
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understand what people are talking 
about when they say "white skin pri~ 
vilege,"” He is the step child who 

is pushed aside, and fronted off and 
attacked, White convicts, white peo- 
ple ain't "in." He sees his white 
sisters and brothers who disdain hin 
the reaction is 
widens, the bitter- 
and a whole segment 


for Black people; 
natural, the rift 
ness grows deeper 
of strong, potentially good revoli~ 
tionary people are alienated, left 

to become more reactionary; enemies 
instead of comrades, 
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Now I've only outlined the ge- 
neral thinking end experiences of 


white and brown convicts, Some of 
its blown out of proportion. Some of 
its wrong, some of Lis right never~ 
theless its the predominant thinking 
and feeling. It isn't the fault of 
the black convict so mich as it is 
the white left, who actually foster 
ahat they purport to fight egainst. 
My own position is this; I stru« 
geile es hard ap I can, in the most 
jutelligent effective manner open to 
me wherever I am, I'm not Looking to 
be a superstar or for recognition, 
I do it for myself, plein and simple. 
{t's become my life and I wouldn't 


a 


feel right doing anything else. I 
know who the enemy is and I learn 
how to fight better every day, and 
the most important thing I see in 
America right now is to stop the blun- 
ders of the past, and start really 
looking at the Whole, to start look « 
ing at those 200 million white peo- 
ple out there. As I said before the 
problem of unity is the same out there 
as in here, only here its magnified 
a great deal and I've hed a close look 
at it, studied it for many years, and. 
understand it. Tet me illustrate one 
more point and we'll get into remedies. 
I've been in a relatively good 
position aming people here. I first 
came to prison when I was 20 yrs. old 
{Soledad sud 5.Q.) I have many close 
friends in the so-called "prison 
gangs” White and Chicano, I heave mrt 
yal respect and comradeship with many. 
righteous black people, Therefore i'm 
able to communicate freely, and I do. 
Jiva always seen the great revolution- 
ary potential and have always tried 
to cultivate it thru words and actions. 
The events of Nov. "73 and Jan. 
'T4 just righteously Tlectified these 
people, it crossed all Lines,every~ 
body wanted to talk ebout it, and how 
righteous these people were, People 
who would dismiss revolutionaries as 
Sshit talkers" or “nigger lovers" 
were reading the S.L,A. statements end 
declarations, groups were forming, 
discussing it, getting into and behind 
it, ang seeing things like for the 


first time. "Hey, check this in the 


declaration they don't deny anyones’ 
cultural/racial heritage." ete, I 

saw the effect of propaganda of the 
Qeed, it did it like nothing else, 
people wanted to talk & listen, They 
were identifying with these people, 
even to the extent of overlooking 
some things they didn't like. (Cinque 
and the eredible disclosures of his 
past collaboration) Aud then ceme the 
shootout in L.A, that wo all heard on 


the radio, there were tears of rage 

and sorrow in a lot of eyes then, and 
everyone understood the very profound 
statement they wade with their lives, 
No one, not even the most rabid reac~ 


tionary could take anything away from. 


then, 3 

Then shortly after, I believe it 
was June 2nd, when Bill & Emily made 
those fucked up blundering liberal 
statements attacking white people, 
SHIT} I watched that bring people 
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down like a tire going flat, they 

sav that old pattern again and went 
back on the defensive, and I wes mağ- 
erin a Motherfucker, because I kumew 
the sane scenario was being played 
out all over, And you might gey well, 
fuck all those people if they cant+ 
see etc, etc, But the thing is; to be~ 
gin with Any people, you first have 
to get their minds open so they'il 
think about and accept what they see, 
after that you can criticize and Pee 
Tine them because once the basic 
awareness ie there it's like opening 
the eyes of a blind person, they won‘: 
go back to bullshit, 

Those statements were so unneces. 
sary. If they hed just: made positive 
statements exorting white people, en- 
phasizing class lines, and saying in 
effect, see, white people are front 
dine revolutionaries too, We are all 
oppressed, our interests are the 
Same, we're under the same heel, Puy 
ell petty differences aside and let 
us concentrate our energy on the Enene 
of all working class and poor people, 

Positive statements such as these 
would've made a world of difference 
instead of injecting division into 
it, giving white people the impres- 
sion they really eren't worthy, or 
should move ont of feelings of guilt 
etc., It would in no way detract 
from black or third world people, nor 
would it alienate them, They under- 
stend the need for unity, and they 
also understand that white people 
do suffer the same oppression, no met 
ter how its disguised. Exort the 
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Whole, accent the Common bonds.we all 
share, that is the unifying principle. 
A Progressive Cadre, Black, 

White or Brown, are going to have to 
get out of that old left liberal line, 
looking for someone "more oppressed" 
than they are, singling out one group 
that they believe should be the most 
revolutionary or "be the vanguard.” 

To progress and win, we must look 

at the Whole, and find ways to Effec- 
tively unite as much of that whole as 
possible, This is going to take a 
strategic reappraisal and principled, 
hard struggle, but it must be done, 
One can say, "yeah, but the fact is 
most white people are racist, etc. 
ete." It's true, and all poor and 
working class whites are in the same 
oppressive trick bag, in prison end 
on the streets, their racism is played 
on to the hilt by the ruling class, 

to keep this mess of people*from Look- 
ing at who the true enemy is, 

Now, we must accept that most 
all peopie have a certain amount of 
racism, no matter whether it's inhe- 
rent or environmental, it' there. And 
it should be attacked, only not in 
the manner it has been generally. 

Instead of attacking this ques- 
tion in the classical liberal manner 
(which will NEVER be effective as it 
puts these people on the defensive, 
and divides rather than unites) It is 
necessary to emphasize class lines, 
to educate people about who is the 
enemy of all people are. Don't deny 
the good aspects of white culture, 


don't try to put a guilt trip on 
them, or try and. make them "take on 
the sins of their fathers" etc. Once 
these people begin to See what it is 
and understand the Class nature of 
their owm oppression, their recism 
will fall away, they'll understand 


2 


the need for Unity, it couldn't be any 
other way, ‘uese people won't be ap- 
proaching the struggle from guilt, or 
self depreciation or paternalism, but 
from a position of self-respect, 
strength and comradeship, the stron- 
gest vase there is. I kmow what I'm 
saying, I've experienced it and ana- 
lyzed it. I*ve also discussed this 
with progressive Hlack people, and 
they agree, it's hard for to have 
true comradeship and mutual respect 
with white people coming from that 
ola liberal guilt trip, it's the 


weak side of the racist coin. “How 
can we respect someone who doesn't 
respect themselves," or "How can we 
trust someone who denies his own peo- 
ple and tries to impress us by showing 
their contempt for their own,” 

Black people know they are opp- 
ressed, White people need to be shown 
they are in the same bag with a dif- 
ferent wrapper. 

Instead of activists sneaking in- 
to R.O.A.R. meetings in Boston to see 
what the "enemy" is doing. 
put aside all their sliclmess, and 
standari catch phrases (they're so 
caught uw into tailing to each other, 
they don 't realize common people 
don't understand the language of text- 
book dialectical matsrislism), Any- 
way they should be going to those 
meetings to work with the people to 
appear as one of them; not to get up 
and attack then as a bugeh of racist 
dogs, but to talk about: "Let's look. 
at the facts, I think we've been on 
the wrong track and playing into the 
hands of the government ete. etc. 
These black people are being used just 
like we are, they're not the ones who 
did this, it's the governments! fault, 
and here's why they want to keep us 
at each others! throat." “Lets send 
a committee to Roxbury to talk with 
black people and see what they really 
think, let's cet it together, and work 
it. out and start putting the blame & 
energy where it belongs."~- Of course 
it's not easy, and of course you're 
not going to change all of then, but 
they're basically just regular peo- 


They should 


ple who are concernec, end many of 
them would be reached using this me- 
thod, good positive work would be done, 
But attacking those people,again only 
widens the rift, and putting them on 
the defensive solidifys their reac- 
tion, You have to distinguish be- 
tween righteous fascist and Nazi or- 
ganizations, and common people such 
as in Boston or North Carolina who 
are lashing out because they're sca- 
red and angry, and ignorant to where 
they should be directing their anger. 
Now, I realize what I'm saying 

doesn't conform to popular left "lines" 
nevertheless if the white left doesn't 
tako a basic reassessment, and start 
truely applying scientific socialism, 
instead of paying lip service to it 
with ineffective divisive liberal 
bullshit, (it had its time in the 608 
and was needed, a start, then, but 
its time to progress) then the strug- 
gle will be infinitly harder to say 
the least. 

aM closing, check Russ & joes let 
ter in Dragon#2 where they are trying 
to pull "white" people, the connota- 
tions hed the opposite effect, you 
can see how they could have done Pas 


‘mich better and far more effective 


positive. 
REVOLUTIONS ARE THE LOCOMOTIVES OF 
HISTORY 


Revolutions are the locomotives of 
History! 


Ken Como 
Folsom Prison 
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From a Prisoner in South Carolina 


In answer to Dragon 2, page 15, 
agree with comrade Remire's analy- 

fis about the racial antagonisus, and 
the reasons for it. In fact several 
politically oriented persons who vis- 
ited me here when I was going for pa- 
role back in 1973 were surprised that 
i was white, all the time we had write 
ten each other-~-they thought I was 
black? One can repeat formulas of 
class structure according to income 
and work and feer like a lot has been 
accomplished, But what is needed is 
& concrete analysis of concrete con- 
ditions, "the living soul of Marxism," 
What is needed is a method that ana- 
iyzes the motion of society, the con- 
tradictvions and the changes in rela- 
tion to historical realities, possibi- 
lities, and necessities. In the U.S. 
in the past twenty years, the white 
industrial proletariet has seldom ex- 
erecised its revolutionary initiative, 
Meany have sought to dogmatically ap- 
ply Marxism-Leninism. The class anari- 
sis of many New Left in practice re- 
Llect this reality, 

The central issue evolves around 
the position of the white working 


class and that of the oppressed na- 
tionalities. Breaking from previous 
dogmatic formulas that sought to‘lump 
and categorize the lower strata of so- 
ciety, ‘All classes have enemies with: 
in, the concept of the lumpen-prole- 
tariats as being thet of the "dange- 
rous class" has to be analyzed in 
accord with existing economic condi~ 
tions which throw millions of people 
out of the work force, and therefore 
breaking ties with the production 
process, This causes some to enter 
into what capitalist laws denote as 
eriminal activity, This does not 
make them enemies, in general, dan- 
gercus, Also a consistent concrete 
program that educates, organizes, and 
gives revolutionary aid to prisoners 
across the country must be built, A 
program built collectively by those 
inside and those outside in order to 
win! 

è The aid we speak of is not after 
we are murdered and brutalized as Com- 
raes Dotson and George Jackson have 
been, We are tired of being beaten, 
muxdered, and dehumanized for someone 
to write about after, We-ail know 
these conditions exist before, The 
need exists to deal with them now} 
Meany white-led organizations negate 
in practice the manifestation of ra- 
cism and the objective conditions of 
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national minorities, Seeking to uti- 
lize vague generalizations in theory 
and limit their practice to meetings 
and demonstrations when they are popu- 
lar. These same forces have been 
quicker to condemn revolutionary vio- 
lence than the bourgeios media. While 
never seriously dealing with the 
cause of revolutionary violence or 
the necessity of advancing many forms 
of struggle. 

Lenin, in Guerrilla Warfare, 
pointed cut facts that many on the 
New Left would rather hide: "It is 
not guerrilla actions which dis- 
organize the movement, but the weak- 
ness of a party which is incapable 
of taking such actions, ‘under it's 
control'!? In conclusion it is felt 
that the Weather Underground, SLA, 


RGF, BLA, NWLF, can play a vital role 
in the struggle against imperialism 
and the many other social ilis that 
exist. But a crucial point must be 
dealt with, that all Now Left orga- 
nizations must be aware of: the build- 
ing of a party and the United Front 
does not mean that all so-called ree 
volutionary forces will be involved 
in it, nor is it particularly neces- 
sitated. (better fewer, but better- 
Lenin). The aspirations of those who 
seek an all inclusiveness, incorpo- 
rating all New Left groups only hinder 


the necessary building of the party 


Z fun 


and the United Pront...Lenin stated 
thet: " We must first divide and 
then unite," 


Thomes Motley 


eu a 
From a Comrade in San Francisco 


I would also like to share my 
thoughts with you on Dragon. As I've 
said, Dragon is doing a lot and is 
great in as much as its doing. But 
while reading Dragon and other under- 
ground writings, communiques and pa- 
pers I feel that something is over- 
looked. Perhaps because it is taken 
for granted that people know end un- 
derstand that the struggle in this 
country is not race, not white against 
Black and third world, The struggle 
is class, that of the pig ruling clasa 
against the rest of the people. Be- 
cause this most important fact is sup- 
posed to be known and accepted by the 
people, no mention is made of it con- 
tinuously. But perhaps this fact is 
not accepted by the people, The Bay 
Area left acts at times as though it 
does not understand this distinction, 

Revolution and revolutionary acts 
by non-whites are cheered by the Bay 
Area left, as though through feeling 
of guilt it is OK for Blacks to strike 
pack at the whites for the shit the 
whites put on the blacks. What hap- 
pens when whites take up the bat- 
tle, everyone draws back and no sup- 
port comes from anywhere. White and 
Black don't mean shit in the struggle 
against the pig ruling class, It's 
the “People” against the fascist ru- 
ling elite. It's time for every one 
to help, white and black, brown etc. 


[ee el ee 


I feel that a lot of white people 
are feeling left out, that the strug- 
gle is not theirs. It is true that 
the power structure in amerika is 
white, but that's as far as it goes, 
Every one knows that the rich pigs | 
would just as easily shit on a white | 
as a black or third world if it would © 
penefit the rich pigs. If white peopl 
would realize what minorities have 
learned the hard way, that the rulers 
of the declining fascist government 
are a class of people not a race, end 
it exploits all under its rule, white 
included, maybe the revolution will 
gain some much needed support and 
helps 

I know this isn't "the " answer, 
tut its an obstacle which must be over- 


come if the revolution is to grow and 
win, 
clearly, and you understand what Iim 


I hope I've expressed myself 


saying. 

The response of the Bay Area to 
the S.L.A. is upmost in my mind when 
coming to these conclusions, The cap- 
ture of the Harris's and Tania rein- 
force these thoughts. ‘Who in the above 
ground came out in support for them? 
Who supported Little and Remiro during 
their "fair" trial, when they were 
railroaded and found guilty of bull 
Where 
were the shouts end screams of injus- 


(cont.) 


shit charges and no evidence? 


tice, and support? 
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Maybe Dragon and BARC have reached blacks, reds, browns, etc. But it's 
different conclusions as the ones I+ve repressive fascist pig ruling class 
| reached, but there should at least be holding down the people, by keeping 
| dialog between them, I feel there them divided into whites, blacks, rec- 
are others who feel as I do who need etc, 
to hear other view points, and would 
like to see constant reminders that Charley Cruger 
in this struggle it's not white against San Francisco, California 
| 
maa a Pel Aa N ae E ek a Pe el ae 


Take care of ourselves... 
> t 
ont collaborate 


rar 


1. Look before you open your door. 
2. Don't let FBI or police in without a warrant. 


3. DON’T TALK. No law requires that you talk with FBI or police. Lying to any federal official is 
a federal crime. 


Rie fe oS a Be a eS Be i ee ee ee 


-jes 


NAM 


BROTHERS 


Reprinted from Third World News, November, 1975. As a 


RO. Box 6825, 


What it be brother Man--Come on 
and give me some of that Black dep: 
From the heart uh huh: On your head 
for some more Black knowledge and wis- 
dom--uh huh, Yall know how we use to 
get down on some "dap"-~-give up that 
more Black power, That's the way it 
was cause all the brothers were toge- 
ther, I'm not even talking about no 
nee-grows cause they may never grow 
and just might have to be pulled out 
of the ground with the rest of the 
weeds that's defacing our garden of 
life. 

We were sho-nuff together in the 
Nem but a lot of us just sort of lived 
that togetherness without anelyzing 
it to see what was really going on. 

An analysis of our unity would have 
given us the knowledge needed to trans- 
port the Nam togetherness to the Black 
community where it is still urgently 
needed at the grass roots level--our 
level, 

The swines played one of the most 
important roles in bringing the Bro- 
thers together, 
were what really did it. I remember 
one of the less dramatic racist encoun- 
ters I had with a staff sargent: he 
told me to go out on a window ledge 
and fix something-~before I could an- 
swer a white guy with me volunteered 
to fix ite 


mooie, PA. 


Their hate and racism . 


The sarge told him no, it — 
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was too dangerous for him, I told the 
sarge if it was too dangerous for the 
white guy then it damn sure was too 
dangerous for me, and walked away. 
Then I recall another negative racial . 
encounter, but this one didn't have 
any cover on it, I was the only Black 
sitting there watching TV with five 
"true grit” kind of reà necks. As I 
sat there watching Tv one of them said: 
"Where I'm from we usually heng (nig~ 
ger bitches)": before I could say any- 
thing he said it again. I guess he 
figured because I was alone he could 
go shead and do his thing--especially 
considering that I didn't fly into an 
innediate fit of rage. But the thing 
was—-he was saying thet in reference 

to some Sisters singing on TV: I think 
it was the Supremes, The reason I 
didn't respond to the suckers right 
away wes because the Sisters were look- 
ing good and I was laying for the com- 
mercial. When the commercial came I 
walked in the middle of four of them, 
the other guy wes sitting back on the 
next row: I stood in front of the - 
"murder mouther" and told him—"Where 
I'm from we usually fuck up guys like 
you," anā proceeded to break the 

right side of his face, As fast es 

his confederates jumped up’ I put ' em 
down. A sergent broke everything up 


before F could do the rest of them 
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any real damage--demexe like they đe- 
served, 

It was because a lot of us were 
going through things like the above 
that we started getting together, 
Being together enabled us to shsre 
our experiences and gain Ikmowledge of 
exactly what we were up against. We 
shared our experiences about who was 
promoting and who wasn't; what offi- 
cers and NCO's to stay away from if 
we weren't squered away or if we wan- 
ted to keep our 'fro, 

The "piggiesi" ways of those in 
charge of us and the foul and some- 
time brutal treatment we encountered 
from regular red necks kind of drove 
us into each others arms, then being 
in the Nam, a place where a few months 
earlier we had never heard of, with 
"Charlie the reg men" running around 
caping heavy, killing up bunches of 
GI's, further encouraged us to seek 
out and be in the company of Brothers 
Black like us. 

Thore forces pushing us together 
were obvious and we responded without 
much discussion on the matter, we 
should have talked about it: took 
each fector and exemine it. That's 
the only way we're going to progress- 
always examine the factors that in- 
fluence our lives so we'll be better 
able to formulate a progressive 
course of action. 

The swines, being their beastly 
selves, being in a strange land end 
the "rag man" trying to take us off 
the count 411 contributed to our 
getting together, but those factors 


alone weren't enough to keep us to 
gether or enable us to get down tog: 
ther. Once together it wes our dec.-- 
sion to develop the cohesive factor. 
necessary for real unity under any 
and all types of pressures, What 
kept us together and what we really 
loved being involved in was the "ma- 
turity" we expressed once we started 
dealing (independently) of the beast: 
The maturity we experienced and ex~ 
pressed from doing our own thinking 


and deciding what was best for us, 
Black people, and standing by our 
decisions and going down for them, 
What held and encouraged us to 

stay together was the self determins~ 
tion and independence we showed in 
dealing with issues that involved our 
dives. Our being together and meeti: 
to discuss and take a position on arn 
issue gave us the first chance in ow 
lives to be directly involved in tk- 
decision making process thet not ori: 
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affected us but also people around 

the world, & lot of decisions we made 
like not going to work or in the field 
or to retaliate against a recent swine 
attack, was picked up by media people 
all over the world, They reported 

on us not just becuuse we stood in 
Opposition to the government or oc— 
ecasionally launched essaults against 

a bunch of red necks: what they were 
interested in was the fact that we 
were thinking independently and 

acting in a self governing manner, 

We had all of the features of a 
self governing people--and had we 
analyzed those features, put them 
under a microscope and looked at 
them, the knowledge gained would 
Think about 
we exercised decision making in 


have made us hellified. 
it: 
every aspect of our lives: 
polities, culture, labor, law-—-and 


economics, 


war, 

In the area of economics we didn't 
£0 so far as to establish a scientific 
denocratic socialistic economic sys- 
tem, we lacked the control of insti- 
tutions through which to exeress that, 
but we did exercise the principles es 
@ general unwritten rule. We were 
about collective ownership—-and what— 
ever material goods or money we had 
we would make available to other bro- 
thers in order to bring them up to 
par. That was independent end just 
the opposite of the capitalist phil- 
osophy which encourages hoarding of 
everything for one's personal bene- 
Tit. 


We were independent culturally even 
though we didn’t appoint a group of 
people to deal with and promote cul- 


tural matters, We had brothers who 


would encourage everybody to get 


their head together on some more 
Black knowledge. Those Brothers who 
already had the knowledge would en- 
courage us to read Black history and 
other people's history around the 
world wko are in the same oppressive 
situation: cause they knew the know- 
ledge gained would raise our self 
esteem and make us more resistent to 
all forms of oppression, subtle and 
direct. Socially speaking we were al- 
ready into our own separate world; 
not only different from red necxs but 
nee-grows too; we had our own music 
and listened to such people es John 
Coltrane end Jimmy Hendrix, we were 
into proudly wearing Afors, power 
bands end Black crosses, which attes- 
ted to our belief in a Black Jesus, 
411 of which culturally distinguished 
us from red necks and nee-grows. 

We exercised a high degree of self 
determination in the political arene 
also, As a self governing body all 
the brothers used to get together at 


‘the (Black House) and discuss issues 


that directly affected us, Although 
we didn't elect officials we did have 
brothers who were recognized as being 
"heavy" and who would informally of- 
Yiciate over our meeting. We wouldn't 
conciude our meeting until we had de- 
cided on 4 position and a course of 


ection, Sometimes our position and 
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course. of action, while being cton- 
trary to the state's, only involved 
mild form of peaceful protest-—~like 
dropping a hint on the state that 
they had better cease their "bull 
shit". Other times our political 
discussions would terminate with 

the decision to employ direct action 
in order to redress a grievance: 
which in most cases also served to 
renind swines why "they wanted” to 
respect Black people, We conducted 
ourselves in such an organized man- 
ner, reaching and carrying our col- 
lective decisions that everybody was 
down with, that the swines stayed up- 
tight, We were so unified that the 
swines ordered us to attend race re- 
lation meetings, which was tentamount 
to ordering us to the conference ta- 
ble in order to work out a settlement. 
we told them who we wanted 
we told them who 


We went: 
promoted-—we got it: 
we wanted transferred to other jobs 
and we got that too, we even kept a 
couple of brothers who kad gotten bus- 
ted from going to jail: one was bus- 
ted for two assaults end the other for 
six. When both of the brothers, on 
separete occasions, were at headquar-— 
ters and about to be led away by M.P.'s 
we hinted to the commanding officer 
that if the brothers were Locked up 
enything could heppen, worse than the 
freggines, fires, people being stabbed 
and shot as in the past. The swines 
responded by immediately turning our 
comrades loose, 

We were able to get our demande met 
because the government knew from past 


experience that we were able and wil- 
ling to go to war if they acted con- 
trary to our demands, 
very appropriately summed up this con- 
"War is the 
continuation of politics by other 
means," Had the state not capitulsted 
to our demands then it would have con- 
stituted an obstacle to our political 
growth as a budding independent self 
determining people. 

Phe significance of our getting in- 
mediate and positive results from the 


Mao Tse-tung 


sideration when he said: 


government because of the armed thresc 
we posed takes on added importance wi 
we compare our success with the treo 
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ent Blacks were accustomed to recei- 
ving while trying to wrench concess- 
ons from the government. In our 
etforts to gain civil and human rights 
5 employed civil disobedience, liti- 
gative actions, and in some cases-- 
all to no 


avail--except as a learning experience, 


individual confrontations, 


During the civil rights hay~day King 
and hundreds of thousands of others 
marched on Washington to appeal to 
the AmerikkKan conscience to grant 
Blacks their civil and human rights, 
Upon receiving news of the march 
President Johnson wus reported to 
nave said "Let. thew march.” I'm sure 
he would have nad a different outlook 
had the marchérs possessed arms, 

The civil rights protest did gain 
the ureas of employ— 
However, 


some success in 
ment and voting rights, 
that success was like a'motner give 
ing a bottle to her crying baby so 
she really wouldn't have to get in- 
volved and deal with the real problem, 
All the legislative acts that were 
passed in the area of employment, 
which sounded good at the tine, have 
proven less than worthless in aiding 
Blacks to gain employment or, for 
that matter, it had proven worthless 
in eiding Blacks to keep the jobs they 
nad, The same vuselessness has come 
to pass in regar to the removal of 


- AN UNARMED PEOPLE 


ARE SUBJECT TO SLAVERY 


the grandfather clause in southern 
voting rights requirements: which 
was a provision that gave the right 
to vote to sll persons whose granà- 
parents owned property in the county 

in question, The clause excluded 

most Blacks from voting because our 
grandparents were mostly share cro} 
ppers on white owned land, Once the 
clause was removed Blacks began to 

vote in record numbers. However the 
government, as the tool of the ruling 
class, was able to get around Blacks 
new voting strength by passing zoning 
laws that annexed white zones to Blacks! 
and thus permanently ensured a white 
majority vote from the consolidated 
area, 

In the Nam the government never re~ 
versed its positive position on our 
demands, whether small or large, be- 
cause they would be correct in anti- 
cipating a political consequence. ie 
were able to negotiate and get our 
demands met, withour reversals, be~ 
cause we were willing to go the full 
political range, including the use of 
force--which is, as hao said--"politics 
with bloodshed," 

In the area of law we had our owm 
unwritten universal laws, If a bro- 
ther cuused needless harm of any kind 
to another brother he was brought be- 
fore the collective judgement of all 
the brothers and if we decided his 
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actions were wrong them he was made one of a number of other places, 
to apoligize or collectively be os- criticism wes correct but my epprot. 
tracized. I was once personally in- was wrong. The issue wes raised at 
volved in our independent form of the Back House and the brothers de 
law, I openly, in the presence of cided that because I hadn'd tried ti 
everybody, criticized a brother for pull the brother's coat in private 
going on R and R (rest and recuper- then I should apoligize for the un- 

ation) in a blantantly racist coun- due embarrassment I caused hin; 

| try when he could have gone to any which I promptly did. 

4 Ish Y 5 

THIS 36 THE FIST PART ape pd Pohters af the. 

| OF NAM BROTKERS”. Black Libsration, Army 


CONCLUDED NEXT ISSUE. 
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J FIGURED £ GOTTA 
AOD MY VOICE TO 
E MUGEN CRY... 
IF ENOUGH OF US 
YOUR FIRST SPEAR UP, THINGS 


DEMONSTRA: | 
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weather film 


The following is a letter from the Weather Underground Organization to’ 
those people in the film industry with whom they recently worked to make 
a film, It was printed in Osowatomie #3, the magazine of the W.U.0. 
Following that we are printing an open letter to the W.U.0, concerning 
use of the film, 


October 1, 1975 


Dear Friends: 


We hope that you have been well since we did the 
filming together and that you are happy with the progress 
of the film. Your resistance and principled stand of 
non-collaboration with the Los Angeles Federal Grand Jury 
that tried to stop this film was exemplary. We are all 
the more certain that our work together will make an 
important contribution. 

We are writing to you for a specific purpose. Many 

“people have asked us how they can show their support for 
you in your struggle against the Justice Department, FBI 
and CIA, and for the WUO. We would like you to consider 
the following idea: that the film be released in several 
simultaneous benefit showings around the country. People 
who come to these showings would contribute to a fund that 
would be evenly divided among these insurgent organizations: 
Wounded Knee Offense/Defense Committee, Attica Brothers 
legal defense, Ruchell Magee, the Puerto Rican Cement 
Workers strike fund, the San Quentin Six, and the Bach Mai 
Hospital fund. The benefits would be a way to show support for 
your struggle to make the film-and to support the WUO. 

This would also be a way for us to contribute directly to 
the struggles of movements fighting serious attacks from 
the government. 

It is a mark of respect for you and a good sign that 
you received such strong support from within the movie 
industry for your right to make this film. Your refusal 
to cooperate and the widespread support that refusal 
mobilized forced the government to back down. The legacy 
of the capitulation of the film industry to McCarthyism 
in the 1950s was turned around. 

Our days together were a high point for us and we 
hope for you. We are looking forward to seeing the film 
when it comes out. 


Venceremos! 


Self Smeg 


paw 
an open letter to the weather 
underground organization 


publicized trials in process or pending, We feel it is a political con- 
tradiction that use of this film excludes meny revolutionary women, cap— 
tive BLA and SLA comrades, and other revolutionaries who are facing reac- 
tionary tribunals because of their consistant struggle for revolutionary 
change, There is no practical reason for enyone to be excluded, 


port for their trials, Most of the POW's are in contact With folks on the 
Streets who would be willing to coordinate its showing in their area, 


Elmer Geronimo Pratt Jomo Joka Omowale 
Anthony Bottom Henry Shasha Brown 
Albert Washington Emily Harris 
Martin Sostre Bill Harris 
Marilyn Buck Eddie Sanchez 


Russell Little Joe Remiro 


B.A.R.C. had planned to do some analysis of the politics of the Weather 
Underground Organization in this issue, However, as our deadline for 

getting this issue together approached, we were not satisfied with our 
results-——we felt more time and input were needed to do the job we wan- 
ted to do, So, we decided on the following: in this issue we are prin- 

ting Politics in Command by the W.U.0. We are requesting from all con- 
rades, especially those most directly concerned with the issues in this 
Weather statement, their analysis of the Subject. Those who respond to 
our request: please, let us know if we can print your response, if we 

can edit (indicating that copies of the entire statement are available 
from us), and if we can/should use your name, Hopefully this will come 
together for the next issue--. if not, then for #7. _ 
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Due to a not untypical 4 a.m. fuckup, there is this 
a page between our intro to Politics In Command and the 
article itself -~--this page. Sorry about that! Actually 
it gives us some room to add a couple things we wouldn't 
have had room for otherwise, 


BARC is more or less out of copies of DRAGON #1. If 
you really want a copy, we will send a xeroxed copy. 
Doing that costs a bit under $1 a copy for us to do. 

We also have a number of copies of OSOWATOMIE 
(except #1) which we are asking 55¢ for --from those 
who have it. 

* This issue of DRAGON costs us about $75 more than 
last issue due to its increased length and our printing 
25% (250 copies) more than previously. Also, postal rates 
are going up again. About half our costs this month is 
coming out of ‘our own pockets -~-this can't continue for 
two reasons, Our pockets aint too big; it's politically 
incorrect to have DRAGON function on such a precarious 
economic base. We figure the few DRAGON readers who have 
any bread have i Ns hall oe ae Lisp; getting other com- 
rađes to take out subscriptions seems the only way. HELP! 
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POLITICS IN COMMAND 


ON THE QUESTION 


OF ARMED 


STRUGGLE 


by the Weather Underground Organization 


The only path to the final defeat of 
imperialism and the building of socialism 
is revolutionary war. Revolution is the 
most powerful resource of the people, 
To wait, to not prepare the people for the 
fight is to seriously mislead about what 
kind of fierce struggle lies ahead. 
Revolutionary war will be complicated 
and protracted. It includes mass struggle 
and clandestine struggle, peaceful and 
violent, political and economic, cultural 
and military, where all forms are developed 
in harmony with the armed struggle, 
thout mass struggle there can 
no revolution, Without armed struggle there 
can be no victory. 


There are many on the left who self- 
righteously condemn all violence of rev- 
olutionaries. They are keeping their own 
hands clean by avoiding the full conse- 
quences of revolutionary ideas, For these 
people, the revolution will happen only 
some day and hopefully be made by somebody 
else. But power concedes nothing without a 
demand, Armed struggle ts an extension of 
political struggle, just as war is politics 
with bloodshed, Under certain historical 
conditions political struggle leads nec- 
essarily to armed conflict. When a small 
ruling class maintains itself in power by 
force and violence, when the masses of 
people are forced to work and live in bru- 
talized and violent conditions, political 
struggle both peaceful and violent is the 
inevitable result, 


Violence is not a thing to want or a 
thing not to want. It cannot be called into 
being or wished out of existence. Violence 
is a monopoly of the U.S, state, It is 
woven into the very fabric of capita- 
lism; in Rap Brown's words, “as American 
as cherry pie." U.S. official policy 
is violent and brutal: the brutal imper- 
ialist war of aggression in Viet Nam, the 
fascist coup in Chile, the colonial hold on 
Puerto Rico, Capitalism is a violent systen 
having at its center the violent relation- 
ship of exploiter and exploited, worker and 
boss, a relationship of oppressi- and con- 
stant struggle. Under capitalism, armies oi 
women are forced into prostitution, Black 
people's life expectancy is ten years less 
than that of white folks, old people ara 
discarded after they've worked away the 
better part of their lives, The status guo 
is murder. 

Fighting for the future wiil be pain- 
ful, but in the long run it is the only 
thing that can end pain, As Jose Marti said 
of Cuba eighty vears ago: "The island, 
like a resurrection, lifts herself in her 
agony, sees the mud which covers her and 

the bloody road leading to liberty and 
prefers the blood to the mud," 
Reactionary capitalist violence is 
criminal; revolutionary violence will 
bring about the new society, Marxism- 
Lenism holds that "the fundamental questi: 
of every revolution is the question of 
power,” Marx considered violence as "the 


Er 
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midwife of all old societies about to bring 
forth a new one." The capitalist system of 
private property is protected forcibly by 

a group of vigqlent, dangerous men. The 
development of mass revolutionary violence 
is essential to smash the state of the ex- 
ploiters and to’wrest power from the armed 
defenders of imperialism, 

Organized armed struggle shows people 
their great strength and potential for 
seizing’and holding power and shows the 
weaknesses of the government, corporate 
capitalism, and the military. Armed strug- 
gle can inspire and organize, carry on the 
tradition of resistance and train fighters 
by fighting. The capacity to carry out suc- 
cessful armed struggle in harmony with po- 
litical struggle must be built at every 
stage of the revolution and cannot be put 
off on the excuse that it is always pre- 
mature, For the seizure of power from the 
imperialists, armed struggle will be 
decisive. 

A generation of fighters was pro- 
duced by the movements of the 1960s. 
Opposition to the violence of everyday life 
led to organized popular violence. The 
revellions of urban Black communities were 
training grounds for revolution. Robert 
Williams, Rap Brown, Malcolm X, the Black 
Panther Party, forced the recognition of 
the necessity of violent revolution. 

Resistance to the Viet Nam war included 
thousands of people who participated in 
militant protest, clandestine or armed 
actions against the warmakers, burning 
draft boards, destroying corporate and 
military files, Sabotage grew and spread 
thru the armed forces. Bombings of war- 
related targets were understood and welcomed 
and built the popular movement: the bombing 
of power lines into defense plants in 
Colorado in 1968 (an action for which 
Cameron Bishop is on trial now), the Sam 
Melville bombings in New York in 1969, 
the destruction of the Army Math Research 
Center in Madison in 1970, and the bombings 
of. the Capital and the Pentagon by the 
Weather Underground Organization. 

With the development of popular and 
guerrilla warfare against U.S. imper- 
ialism on three continents our movement 
could not hang back from armed struggle, 


nor could its leaders say "not us." 


Revolutionary armed Struggle is a fact 
of life in the US, conceived and carried 
out by a wide diversity of people and 
groups and organizations. This is a sign 
of maturity in our movement, Armed -action 
is an integral part of the left, as varied 
and creative as the nations and peoples 
which exist inside the borders of the US, 
Although the guerrilla forces are decen- 
tralized and follow different and sometimes 

contradictory strategies, we are unified 
in our spirit of love for the people of the 
world, hatred of imperialism and determina- 
tion to make revolution by every means nec- 
essary. There have been serious losses-- 
comrades killed and imprisoned--but still 
the guerrilla community survives, grows and 
renews. We greet and support other revolu- 
tionary groups waging armed struggle and 
believe that the struggle over the stra- 


tegy for revolution among these forces is 
a critical one. 


Politics in Command 
ae 


Our job is not only to carry out action- 
that is comparatively simple, Qur job is to 
Succeed in making a revolution, The guer- 
rillas, like all revolutionaries, bear the 
responsibility of developing full poli- 
tical strategy, and a mistake in military 
strategy can be deadly, The stakes are 
high, not only for the people and orga- 
nizations carrying out military work, but 
for the course of the revolution, Ho Chi 
Minh said, “a military without politics is 
like a tree without roots--useless and 
dangerous." That is why we use the slogan 
"Politics in Command." 

The critical task of all the diverse 
forces now engaging in some form of armed 
struggle in our country is to learn the 
laws of revolutionary warfare and apply 
them to the concreté conditions of the 
US today. We must learn from the revolu- 
tionary experiences of Viet Nam, Guine- 
Bissau, Cuba, China, Russia. There is a 
tremendous literature to study such as 
The Military Art of People's War by 
Vo Nguyen Giap and Lenin's On Partisan 
Warfare, We also have a rich although 
aidden history of guerrilla warfare in our 
ywn land to draw upon: the resistance wars 


| 
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of the Native Americans, the underground 
railroad, John Brown's attempt to create 

a freed-slave army in the mountains of the 
border states, Emma Goldman and the 
anarchist fighters, the labor battles and 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade of the thirties, 
Tijerina in New Mexico, Most of all we must 
familiarize ourselves thoroughly with all 
aspects of the enemy's situation and all 
aspects of our own: we must analyze the 
Strengths and weaknesses of the enemy's 
forces and of our own forces with ruthlese 
honesty. 

We are at an early stage of a pro- 
tracted revolutionary war. We need strategy 
to last, to grow and organize for many years 
to come, a strategy to preserve and expand 
our forces, armed revolutionary forces 
and political movement; a strategy for 
Study as well as training, tactical retreat 
as well as escalation. We evaluate action 
by analyzing the extent to which it 
reflects and builds organization, reflects 
accountability to a mass base, whether 
actions win people and encourage them to 
act or develop passivity among people, It’s 
not a popularity question: at this point a 
comparatively small sector of the population 
actively supports armed struggle. Action 
which is advanced should pull forward the 
people's understanding of the enemy and 
people's willingness to fight. People, 
groups and organizations engaged in action 
must take all of these factors into 
account. This is the meaning of "Politics 
in Command," 

Our goal is to build communist orga- 
nization toward the Stage where armed 
Struggle becomes a mass phenomenon led by 
a Marxist-Leninist party: a revolutionary 
stage. Organization is the strongest re- 
Source of the people. Organization unites 
and builds, and means that each day's 
efforts add up. Organization is made up of 
individuals,but is bigger and longer lasting 
than any one individual, Individuals are 
Precious,but organization is decisive, 

Only organization allows continuity of 
experience and leadership, and carries the 
deeds of the individual fighters beyond 
themselves into the future. Organization i 
capable of waging full internal political 
Struggle around direction, and capable of 


uniting in action directs people's 
energies like a spear. Only combative 
organization can resist infiltration and 
repression and combat the highly organized 
and trained forces of the state, 

The strategic necessity for this 
period is to mobilize the oppressed and 
exploited people against US imperialism, 
Militarily this is the stage of armed 
propaganda; the test of action is primarily 
the ability to win the people. Because 
imperialism is in decline, whole sectors 
of the poor and working population can be 
won to a radical perspective. In Viet Nam 
the seeds of the liberation army were 
called armed propoganda untts--Ho Chi Minh 
insisted on emphasizing the word propaganda 
Viet Nam teaches that in revolutionary war 
firepower is only one factor, and not the 
key factor in determining who wins and who 
loses. Consciousness is decisive, At this 
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point, timing is critical because timing 
helps make action comprehensible. Guer- 
rillas must integrate armed struggle with 
mass political struggle thru precision 


and timing, to point oug to the movement 
and to the people the strategic and po- 
litical necessity for armed struggie and 
for revolution. In this stage armed action 
provides a consistencey of militant opposi- 
tion and action over time and is a beacon 
of hope to the hopeless. 

The bombing of the State Department 
by the WUO in January 1975 is one example 
of effective integration of military and 
political struggle--millions of people 
opposed increasing aid to South Viet Nam 
and Cambodia, and thousands demonstrated 
in active opposition to US policy; the 
target and tactic and action were clear. 
The beauty of the SIA food distribution 
program a year ago was that it brought 
thousands of people into direct touch with 
the guerrilla struggle, served the people 
and both exposed rhe scale on which hunger 
exists n the US and pofnted to the enemy 
who cause it, The active and aware support 
of thousands on the food lines was an en- 
ormous accomplishment. The attack by the 
Black Liberation Army on Manhattan dis- 
trict attorney Frank Hogan's armed guard 
in May 1971 was built on years of demon- 
strations and hatred against that corrupt 
tyrant who was responsible for the unjust 
Imprisonment of thousands of Black people, 
and the action was widely understood, All 
these actions represent the effective com- 


bination of military and political struggles. 


Three Incorrect Strategies 


There are three theories of guerrilla 
warfare which we reject as the path to 


revolution in the US: the war against fascism 


theory, the foco theory and the retribu-~- 
tion theory. 3 

Terrible fascist conditions prevail 
for Third World peoples living in the US: 


intolerable prison life, Indian reservations, 


mass deportation for Mexicans, widespread 
sterilization without consent of Black and 
Third World women. Of these conditions of 
repression and subjugation there can be no 


doubt. But this is different from character- 


izing the present stage of the development 
of imperialism as a fascist system, and 
therefore the stage of the strugsle as the 
war against facism. Any view of the power 
of the state as monolithic is wrong and 
self-defeating. The cracks within the 
System are also widening. It is our job to 
put pressure on the cracks, to make a class 
analysis of the forces in opposition to 
imperialism and to develop all of those 
forces on the appropriate level. Every 
means of struggle must be utilized. We have 
by no means reached the end of mass po- 
litical struggle and public movements--not 
unless we declare it so, instead of mo- 
bilizing it. While the state is increas- 
ingly computerizing and centralizing its 
repressive apparatus, it is also subject 
to major setbacks which the left should be 
organizing and pushing, Watergate was one 
of these, Other factors hold back the full 
force of the state--mass consciousness of 
government illegality, suspicion of 
informers, the power of a strong non- 
collaboration stand in the face of grand 
juries, 

Based on the war against fascism 
analysis of this period is a primarily 
military conception of the role of action; 
that the criterion of a good action is the 
damage it does to the state, the toll that 
can be taken, the felt blow. This is one 
aspect, but not primary. It becomes more 
significant as contention for power 
develops, but it is wrong to conclude that 
the revolution is contending for state 
power now, 

The foco theory holds that a revolus 
tionary group proves and establishes it- 
self only through armed action, that 
action alone gives a group leadership in 
the movement~-that is, action in command; 
the guerrilla foco is the little motor 
which sets in motion the big motor, the 
mass movement. That is, the existence of 
the guerrilla struggle in and of itself 
politicizes the masses, We reject this 
theory for the concrete conditions of the 
US today. 

Revolutionary action inspires and 
helps mobilize the people but there is no 
magical relationship betw2en guerrilla 
action in and of itself :nd successful 
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revolution. Many factors are necessary: 

the people must be organized and prepared 

as well as inspired. These things do not 
happen by themseives, The moments when 
qualitative leaps of consciousness and leaps 
into mass action are taken are built on 
years of struggle and organizing. To survive 


the hunt of the repressive apparatus, 
the guerrillas must be protected by an 


organized and combative movement, by the 
political organization of the people, by 
mass political action. All of these forms 
help lay the basis for the eventual mobi- 
lization of the revoluticnarized people 
against the state--the armed struggle of 
the oppressed, people's war. The guerrilla 
groups have a critical role to play but 
the gun cannot lead. The qun is necessary, 
but its usefulness is only realized when 
politics are in command, when it is part of 
the correct revolutionary strategy. 

Even a far higher level of military 
organization and action than any group in 
this country has yet achieved gives no 
automatic guarantee of sparking organized 
mass movement. The Tupamaros, whose brill- 
iant actions over ten years almost paralyzed 
Uruguay, criticised their own overly mili- 
tary approach. The people*remained unor- 
ganized spectators and supporters of the 
war of the guerrillas against the state, 
not full participants. The pro-imperialist 
bourgeaisie has been able to regain and 
consolidate their power, to institute a 
terrible dictatorship which the Tups and the 
Uraguayan people continue to fight. 

Armed action, even when it does not 
succeed, even when those who carry it out 
are defeated, even if it is not part of an 
overall strategy, provides a revolutionary 


example for tnose who will come later, and 
enters into the heart of the people. This 
iS true. Action is exemplary, and the 
beginnings of armed struggle are a challenge 
to the comfortable left. It is a laying 

of self on the line for the struggle, and 
Sparks the imaginations and courage of 
thousands of people. Fighters who have 
given their lives are much loved and live 
on. But this is not enough. Action must be 
planned to succeed: the object is to win. 
Revolutionary examples always have arisen 


and will always arise. They spring from 


the depths of the people's subjugation. But 
the task of the armed revolutionary orga- 
nization at this point is to make a plan to 
help ensure the victory of the people ina 
long and costly war. The people need success, 
need victories, need power. 

That is why the rationale of the 
exemplary foco is inadequate. Each action, 
each risk, must be taken for good 
reason. Guerrillas can seldom afford to go 
into battle which they know they will loge. 
This is an axiom af Vo Nguyen Giap. Of course 
this is never entirely within our own 
control. There are a hundred factors in- 
voived in every action--we can only take 
care of 2 certain number of them, and 
sometimes the enemy forces us to act. But 
choosing our own time and battlefield is one 
of the great strengths cf the guerrillas. 
That is how we preserve and build our forces. 

Finally we reject the conception that 
the role of the guerrilla force is to create 
chaos inside the belly of the beast, the 
oppressor nation, to bring about disorder 
through action. We are not pacifists, We 
know very well that life will be taken and 
lost in the process of revolution, and 


that the birth of thè new Society, like the 
birth of a new human being, is bloody and 
painful, But revolutionary violence must be 
specific, comprehensible to the people, 

and humane, The violence of the revolution 
must be clearly distinguishable to the 
oppressed and exploited people, from the 
violence of capitalist society. People do 
not need us to be fearful, or to create 
chaos, Chaos prevails, Our task is to show 
the way out of the madness. All revolution- 
ary communists love peace, We must win the 
trust of the people that the revolution 
represents a real alternative, a love of 
human life unlike the carelessness of life 
that characterizes imperialism, 

That is the fault of the Strategy of 
an eye for an eye in our country at this 
time: we can never match the violence of 
the enemy one for one, or avenge each death, 
We retaliate in order to educate people and 
to exact a price for imperial crimes, to 
Sow umease, confusion, doubt and fear in 
the enemy camp. Our job is always to dis- 
tinguish between the violence of the empire 
and the violence of the revolution. This 
will be true even when we are engaged in 

day to day warfare. This is also the only 
way to prevent the enemy from carrying out 
false murderous acts in the name of the 
guerrillas, In the mountains, when the 
Fidelista prisoners were heing tortured 

and summarily executed by the dictatorship, 
Fidel's doctors healed the wounded enemy 
soldiers, disarmed them and set them free, 
Fidel taught the difference between the 
army of Batista and the army of the people. 
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We must never hesitate to Fight, but | 
we must never build any mystification around 
violence. We must be a force of armed mili- 
tants, not militarists. Another important 
aspect of this is that revolurionaries 
have to tell che truth: we cannot make 
inflated claims about who we are and what 
we represent, We must win the trust of. the 
people and this will only develop through 
our own Consistency of practice over time. 

We do not condemn violence that origi- 
nates from the left, just as we do not con- 
demn violence that originates from the 
working class. The oppressed peoples and 
the working class have a right and an 
obligation to develop armed struggle as a 
means to liberation. 

It is a right wing error to argue that 
only legal forms of struggle are legiti- 
mate, For some, no level of mass struggle 
will justify armed struggle; these are 
naive and irresponsible people, never ready 
to raise the question of violence or of the 
need to fight and ultimately win state 
power. They play into the state's strategy 
to separate out the warriors from the other 


parts of the revolutionary movement. Guer- 
rillas and the fighters who are in prison 


must be supported and struggled with, 
taught and learned from, Our revolution 


will need both open and clandestine movement 
legal and illegal struggle, peaceful and 
armed struggle-~and we will need harmony 
and organization among all levels of the 
struggle toward the goal of a revolutionize 
and fighting people, 
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a call to arms 


The Women's Gun Pamphlet 
$2. 50 
available from 


A Women's Place Bookstore 


520l Broadway 
Oakland, Cal. 94618 


I come from one of those Southern 
families with lots of guns, All the men 
in my family hunt, as do some of the women. 
It is considered normal that my female 
relatives who live alone should own hand- 
guns. My cousins and I were taught to 
understand and respect guns. We learned 
to shoot when we were quite young (I was 
nine or ten.) Nobody in our enormous 
family has ever shot any of the rest of 
us (contrary to the current line that guns 
are dangerous among kinfolk) and we've 
never had any accidental gunshot injuries. 
In short, guns aren't mysterious or fright- 
ening to me, and that is why I’m writing 
this commentary. 


guns and us 


The attitude that many members of 
the women's movement have about firearms 
is compounded half of normal female social- 
ization and half of liberal gun-control 
ideology. Guns are seen as masculine, 
sneaky, dangerous, and powerful. The mys- 
tique is that guns are almost inherently 
evil. There is some truth here. Guns are 
powerful and potentially deadly. That 
is one reason they have been kept out of 
the hands of women. Men are afraid of 
women, so they keep women afraid of guns. 
Liberal reformist ideology says that 
guns are integra) to the rise of Crime 
in the Streets. If we would just outlaw 
handguns, life would be better. But 
violent crimes are less a function of 
guns than of the destructive nature of this 
society, and I do not believe that reformist 
ideas like gun contro! will ever change 
that. The really big criminals wil] either 
always have access to guns {the Mafia, 
the Texas Rangers) or not need them (the 
board of directors of Mobil Qil). 


gun control 


So what does "gun control” mean to: 


me? It means an attempt by the State to 
destroy my most efficient means of self 
defense, to limit further my options for 
resisting coercion in this rapist society. 
The truth is that there is no institution, 
no security force which protects women. 
The only protection we have is what we 
build for qurselves. How far are we willing 
to carry self defense? I wonder whether 
the conflict about guns is a result of 
internalized patriarchal values. How far 
will we go in defense of our selves, our 
bodies, our right to exist? Karate and 
other forms of unarmed ‘combat are fine. 
Carrying knives, can openers, and Mace 

is helpful. What is so different about 
guns? 


self defense 


The answer is that guns are more 
effective. The point of self defense js 
Survival. To me this doesn't mean sur- 
vival "if I don't have to hurt anybody," 
or "if I don't have to do anything really 
serious." Karate is good in a tight sit- 
uation, but I don’t want to get that close 
to a man who has broken into my apartment 
to attack me. What I'm interested in 
is doing him some serious damage. And that 
may mean killing him. 

"But,” asks my Leftist conscience, 
"what about the man? What if he were from 
one of the exploited classes, also a 
victim of the System?” 

Too bad. Personal responsibility 
has to start somewhere. I don't have 
time to sort out middleclass and upper- 
class rapists to fight back against. 


ay! 


The man who responds to his own oppression 


by preying on me is strengthening the System, 


not fighting it. Getting killed is one of 
the occupational hazards rapists are going 
to have to face, no matter how impeccable 
their class credentials. 


the pamphlet 


So I am glad to see The Women's Gun 

Pamphlet. Women are buying more guns 

now, and some guidance is needed. This is 
_ just what you need if you're thinking of 
$ * buying a gun, own one but don't know how 

‘ $o use it, or are just curious. It is 
useful for more experienced gun owners who 
have questions about ammunition or gun laws. 
The technical information is excellent, as 
are the illustrations. The pamphlet 
considers different kinds of handguns and 
bullets, including prices. It tells you 
how to pick a.gun, where to buy it, what 
to load it with, how to take care of it, 
and how to learn to shoot it. 

The Introduction includes a discussion 
of guns and the place of women in society. 
One personal response to the question of 
whether we would be able to use guns 
against an attacker is presented in an 
* insert: 

The only way I've figured out to 

try and eliminate the all-nurturing 

masochist tn each of us ts to re- 

member that the man or men who attack, 
rape, mutilate, and try to kill you 
have and will do the same to as 

many worren as they can. While you 

defend yourself, bear in your mind 

all the women you love that you are 
fighting for, especially those you 
know who have been attacked. 


Following thts, the Technical Informa- 
tion on ballistics and handguns is given 
all in a lump, with clear illustrations 
{see below) and detailed explanation. 

Next comes Buying Your Gun and Care of Your 
~ Gun (“outsides” and “insides”). Then f 
* chapters on Safety, Learning to Shoot, - 
‘and The Law. The final chapter is Thoughts 
on Inez Garcia. 


gun safety 


The authors. give strong, clear safety 
warnings, two of which I wil? paraphrase 
here for those of us who are likely to 
come into contact with firearms: 


Always assume that a gun is loaded. 
` Each time you pick up ay Soa 
‘gun, check for yourself that it is 
unloaded. If you don’t know how, 
ask someone to Show you. 

2. Never point a gun at anyone or 
anything "in fun." Never point a 
gun -at anyone you don't mean to put 
a bullet into, even if the gun is 
"empty". When other people are 
around, keep the gun pointed toward 
the floor. 
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A GUN IN TYME 
Sag WORKS FINE 


If you have a gun, don't talk about 
it too much. If you live with other people 
you have to make a decision about whether 
to tell them. If you do and they don't 
know about guns, be sure you teach each of 
them elementary gun safety. A special 
consideration is if you have roommates 
who are suicidal or likely to freak out 
at times. Think carefully about where 
you keep your gun and about whether you 
Should keep one at all. Another rea- 
son to keep quiet is that guns are very 
popular objects to steal. Stolen, and 
therefore untraceable, handguns are much 
jin demand by people who specialize in 
armed robbery and similar occupations. 


guns and children 


One flaw in this pamphlet is the 
omission of a discussion on guns and child- 
ren. This is crucia) for women who live 
with kids. Most ideas about guns come from 
TV, the movies, and popular myth. These 
sources are all bad. Our children are 
taught to view guns as toys and ego en- 
hancers, not as tools. Guns are 
dangerous, but so are power saws; child- 
ren should be educated about both. 

The first thing is to keep guns 
absolutely out of the reach of small 
children. Children younger than 6 or 7 
are too young to be taught about guns. 

Put the gun on a high shelf, in a drawer, 
or on a bureau. Or buy a trigger lock. 

With children about 7 you can start 
a demystification program. Let them see 


from the women's 


and touch the gun. Explain how it works. 


They should understand ‘the destructive power _ 


of guns. The best way is for them to see 
an animal that has been killed by a bullet. 
The appearance and smell of a- gunshot | 
wound are better than any lecture. Find 
a hunter (cal) your local gunshop. or - Í 
gun club) and tell her/him you are trying 
to give. your kids some decent €ducation 
about firearms. When she brings in some 
freshly killed game, take the children 
to see it. This demonstration is par- 
ticularly effective with "pretty" game 

like deer and squirrel, but 1t also works 
with snakes and rats. The kids may be 

| a little traumatized by the sight, but 

7 they need some blood to wash away the 
TV image of sanitary, non-serious gunshot 
wounds. Don't worry about looking foolish - 
to the gunstore or gun club people. Most 
gun owners, especially hunters, are very 
interested in gun education. : 

Have definite rules about guns, state 
them often, and enforce them. When I 
was small, we had rules like, "Don't 
even touch a gun unless in the presence 
of an adult who gives you permission. 
Treat all guns as though they were loaded. 
Never play with a gun; it is not a toy." 
When the children are old enough 

(say, 9 or 10) let them gò with you to 
your loca? gun renge or wherever you 
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practice. Let them shoot your gun, so they 


know how it feels. Teach them how to 


load and unload it, and how to handle a 
loaded gun Safely. All of this adds up to 
teacning children to treat guns seriously 
and with some “respect. 

And we have to be just as serious, 
For instance, never fire at an intruder 
before giving some warning. He might 
give up peacably. He might turn out to 
be your brother you forgot you'd given 
the key to. Or “he” might turn out. to be 
your roommate or lover, back in town 
unexpectedly. Never overlook the fact that 
guns are deadly weapons. If you shoot 
someone from close quarters, the wound 
will be serious and perhaps fatal, 


Although this piece was written 
from a personal viewpoint and ts somewhat 
directed toward women who are already : 
thinking about gunsa, I hope it will stimu- 
late discussion and debate from all sides. 
What do guns mean to you? And how much 
“defense” do you mean when you say "self 
defense"? 


by janis kelly 
ee Ore Ne ee 
off our backs/november 1975 
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NWLF STRUCTURE 


November 25, 1975 
STRATEGY FOR BUILDING A UNITED ‘FRONT 


The NWLF units are expanding, and in ordér for us to best serve the 
interests of oppressed people, we must coordinate our units around a com— 
mon strategy as well as tactics, To unify our forces we must take steps 
to ensure that newly-forming NWLF units first meet certain requirements, 
This is not to discourage armed actions but rather to ensure a secure, 
unified and coordinated base and avoid confusion, 


Intellect (the coupling of practice with theory) is more important 
for the progressive movement of a revolutionary force than any other ele- 
ment. It. is important to remember that intellect is the deciding factor 
in human evolution/revolution and therefore a key to our victory. 


"Sun Tzu realized that an indispensable preliminary to battle 
was to attack the mind of the enemy," 


--Sun Tzu, The Art of War 
"Weapons are important but not decisive. It is a human's direct- 


ing intelligence which counts most." 
--Sun Tzu, The art of War 


Before units move under the process will continue until the 
NWLF banner they must grasp the unit is recognized to move as an 
essentials of Marxist/Leninist/Mao NWLF unit, Until units who sup- 
thought. They must grasp the pro- port our strategy have gone 
cess of class analysis and dialect- through this evaluation process, 
ical. materialisn/contradictions. they are asked not. to declare 
Until a degree of theory is grasp- themselves as NWLF unita. This 
ed, there are important supportive will avoid confusion and prevent 
actions that can be undertaken, foreseeable errors, 

We ask all units to send To move without a fundamental 
these communiques to all revolu- understanding of principled theory 
tionary peoples' media any place is like running in circles, strik- 
in the Bay Area, and we will see ing out, wanting to move in the 
them. Send them to a few differ- right direction but not: mowing 
ent places, These acts and com- how. Confusion moves in when you 
muniques will be evaluated by the are unable to understand and inter- 
Central Command. This evaluation pret. the chains of events happen- 


ing around you. This will lead 
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inevitably to a defeatest, đis- 
couraged attitude. It's one thing 
to have a dream and to see it's 
within grasp, but. it’s quite anot- 
her to have a dream and have the 
knowledge of. understanding social 
events (theory) to actually grasp 
it and make it reality. Theory is 
a necessary weapon for victory and 
total liberation. PRACTICE, 
THEORY, PRACTICE ... one grows out 
of and with the other. 


There is much we must unlearn, 
re-realize and realize. Armed 
with principled theory, we can and 
will struggle to smash this beast 
that sucks our life-blood, replac=- 
ing it. with a just order that. is 
in control of and serves oppressed 
people. Armed with principled 
theory we can recognize the indiv- 
idnalistie tendencies this dog- 
eat-dog society imposes on us, 
Recognition is a step in overcom- 


ing these self-centered “me—me" 
capitalistic ways that help keep 
us shackled to this death-order. 


Our actions must be guided 
by principled theory if they are 
to represent and serve the needs 
of the people, It. is in the in- 
terests of oppressed people that 
we take steps to structure our 
forces in this manner. To move as 
a strong force united and guided 


by principled theory is necessary 


not only for victory, but for the 
shortest victory with the least 
amount of suffering. Arm our- 
selves with theory to break these 
shackles! We encourage ail op- 
pressed people to arm themselves 
with Mao-thought! We've found 
that Mao-—thought, in clear terms, 
gets to the essence of class ana- 
lysis, which is essential for our 
liberation. 


We encourage oppressed. people to read Malcolm X, George Jackson, Fe- 
lix Greene-The Enemy, Amilcar Cabral, Ché, Sun Tzu, Mao. 


Distribute to high schools, 
barrios, ghettos, welfare, 
foodstamp & unemployment off- 
ices & any place poor people 
gather. 


UNITY IN STRUGGLE! 

CON SALSA! 

SHASTA LA VICTORIA! 

A Class War Is Toward Total. Libera- 
tion! 


Peoples! Forces 
Central Command 
New World Liberation Pront: 


To ali comrades with international ties, we encourage the translation and 


worldwide distribution of our commmiques, keeping eriticism/self criti- 


cism in mind as a way to drive the arrow truer to the beast.'s heart. We 
welcome this opportunity to learn from our comrades. 


Oppressed people unite! 
The struggle is worldwide}! 


ap. 
N.W.L.F / Community 
Health Strategy 


On November loth, the New World Liberation Front began a campaign 
that appears to mark a new phase in the development of guerrilla strategy 
in Amerika, The stage for their action was set a couple weeks previously 
when the voters of San Francisco turned down several charter amendments 
strongly supported by and of direct benefit to the police.? The cops res- 
ponded by massively ticketing random cars around the city. On the 16th a 
training unit of the N.W.L.F. glued shut 1,060 parking meters in the city. 


ers we sabotaged io at 
uarters abot a locks. at 


threa entrances, including the rear 
Peoples’ Forces 


New World Liberation Front 
fraining Unit 11/16/75 


entrance used by squad car pigs. 
In the downtown area we sabotaged 
the locks on a number of banks and 
other bastions of viggedness. {This is an exerpt) 


a a 


| During the early hours of November If the San Francisco police who are 
16, we sabotaged the locks on ep- acting like pigs and harrassing the 
proximately 1,000 parking meters in people for voting "no confidence" 
San Francisco with metal giue, at do not cease their activities im- 
the direction of the Central Com-- mediately, we will attempt to sabo- 
mand. tage every parking meter in San 
We sabotaged all the meters in and Francisco, with the assistance of 
around the Sen Francisco Center, a the hundreds of thousends of sis- 
large number downtewn, énd all the ters and brothers who are tired e- 
meters in front of pig headquarters nough with being pushed around by 

at Tth an Bryant. At pig head- the pigs to start fighting back, 


At the same time the Central Command issued its own statement: 


COMMUNITY SOLIDARITY STRATEGY November 16, 1975 


We must move in solidarity against the police-state tactic of ticket- 
ing the people in retaliation for their vote, so that oppressed people 
will come to realize that they have the power to move against these 


1. Tho campaign around the ammendńents and the police strike the pre- 
vious summer had been marked by numerous instances of pig violence 
against those opposing them, 


SCHE 
beasts, The power and control can - and will be - in the hands of the 
people. | 


WE ARE CALLING ON ALL POOR PEOPLE TO PROTEST THE PIG TACTIC OF TICKET- 
BY GOING OU? IN THEIR COMMUNITIES AND JAMMING THE PARKING METERS WITH 
EPOXIED WASHERS, LIQUID STEEL, ETC. 

Peoples' Forces New World Liberation Front Central Command 


(This is an exerpt) 


Nine days later N.W.L.F. Central Command issued a specific demand: money 

was ripped off from the people by the wanton ticketing -- it had to be re- 
turned, and in a way thet would be of direct benefit to the people -—- the 

Qemend. was for two free health centers run by the people. 


November 25, 1975 


UNILZED PEOPLE POWER 


| The plugging of 2,000 parking meters in one night is a strong show of 
solidarity with the people and the NWLF against the pigs' stepped-up tiec- 
keting policy. Contrary to the media's lies of "a fizzled—out. act," we 
gee this as a successful act that has involved the participation of oppres- 
sed people and strengthened the realization of united people power. This 
show of unity terrified the pigs into stopping their ticketing. They have 
enough sense to to recognize united people power when they see it! Will 
they have enough sense to return stolen money by way of. medical centers? 


Two days after the election 


j : y ` J 
1453 more tickets were issued than Therefore we demand that: 


| Bhe city return $100,000 that was 
robbed from the people and set up 


on an average busy weekday, In 
the first week alone almost $75000 
was ripped-off by the city, and by 
now they've taken over $100,000 in 
revenge against the people, who 
chose to vote against. pig greed 
and corruption. The peoples! ac» 
tions have finally put an end to 
this. But that is only helf our 


two free medical clinics run end 
controlled by the people, at loca- 
tions acceptable to the people, 
with quality care, and with a 4x8! 
Sign posted on the outside reading 
"Health is a human right! United 
People Power!" 


battle, since they ripped. off our If the eity. officials fail to 
money. The city officials surely acknowledge and meet this just de- 
see that this is nothing more than mang, then it vill be obvious that 


nett A Rp a a e a 


extortion of the masses. they are either accomplices in 
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this extortion plot or have been revolutionary acts to unite the 

intimidated by the pigs like other people against. these thugs. Our 
politicians, In either case they strategy is to draw this social 

will be dealt. with. accordingly. sore to the surface and let the 
Our course of action is clear -- pus run out so all can see, thus 
until the stolen money is return- aiding in the healing process. 


ed, we will continue to encourage 


The city, officials have 48 hours to respond to our just demand 
for the return of our stolen money. in the form of health centers, 


Drive these ruling class parasites, their thugs and their death order 
from our lives forever! Unite! Organize! 


WE CALL ON THE PEOPLE AND ALL COMRADES TO UNITE AND DRIVE HONE OUR 
| JUST DEMAND. 
If after 48 hours we receive no reply, we would then again encourage 


all progressive thinking people to step-up pluggung the coin slots of 
parking meters in poor peoples' communities, The NWLP will take further 
appropriate action, United, everything is possible! Plan! Vigitance! 


Walk against. the traffic in pairs, one watching. 


Peoples! Forces 
Central Command 
4 New World Liberation Pront 


The only reply 
from the pigs wes a statement saying it was out of their hands because the 
Board of Supervisors controlled the money. Meanwhile, the N.W.L.F. com- 
muniaues were being distributed. by Peoples’! Court Comrades (423 Oak St., 
San Francisco). BARC printed a DRAGON supplement including most of the 
comminiques with the following statement of support and distributed them 


to various health centers and clinics: 


We support the NWLF demand for clinics run by and for the people. In 
addition, we suggest these clinics emphasize preventive medicine end 
occupational diseases ~-area ignored by the Amerikan medical system 
which bases "treatment" on what is most profitable. BARG 


Then ancther thousand meters were done in by spray painting so that 
meter readers could not tell if the meters had expired. fhis action was 
not specifically claimed. 

That week there were also two unclaimed bomb attacks interpreted by 
some as directly related -— one on a dentist's Merecdes Benz at a house 
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previously owned by Jerry Crowley, head of the police officers association, 
The other, undetonated, was found at the home of € man with the same last 
name (Molinari) as one of the supervisors. 

_In about two days the Central Command issued an open letter to the 
Board of Supervisors of San Francisco: 


The 48 hours have passed and - as you chose not to answer our lst com- i 
munique - we have taken appropriate action. We are hot on your &ss, | 
Jerry Crowley, and any high official who has the power to implement ~ | 
but opposes - these health centers! We will continue to jeopardize 
your health until such a time as when you respect the health needs of. 
poor people. And, we say to a1) health officials, Doctors and Dentists: | 
As long as poor people are dying from inadequate health care, we feel 
it is & hell of a contradiction for you to drive Mercedes and Cadillacs. 
We wiil continue with this action and the plugging and spraying of thou- 
sands of city meters to draw attention to the fact that. money stolen 

from the people must be returned in a manner that serves one of the | 
besic needs of poor people: by starting two free medical clinics run 

by and for the people they serve. 


The strike--end the ticketing after the election—-have shown how the 
pigs can openly defy "the law" and get away with it. These drunken 
thugs with. guns strapped to their sides--out on strike, defying court 
orders-—threatened to shoot anyone threatening their picket lines! But 
when poor people strike, these same thugs then "enforce" court orders, 
and will beat and shoot unarmed strikers pressing for the same type of 
demands as their own, 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
The pigs have publically stated that whether or not the stolen money | 
goes toward starting 2 free medical clinics is up to the supervisors, } 
Therefore, once again we say to you, reply to this issue! i 

1, Do you recognize that these thugs ripped off money from the peo- | 
ple through ticketing? 

2, Do you recognize that poor prople ere forced to live with inade- 
quate and often no medical care and are in need of health care? 

3. Do you feel that the stolen money should be returned to the peo- 
ple and--if so-—why not in the form of free medical clinies, one of 
the basic necessities denied to poor people that should-——and will be-— 
a human right? 
Let it be clearly understood that we cen not and will not live in these 
dehumanizing, rat end roach-infested shitholes, believing that that is i 
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our place in lifet 


If you fail to respond to and back this issue, we will heve to assume 
thet you are more concerned about your stending with the pigs than you 
are about the misery and suffering that afflicts poor people daily, or-- 
thet you have been intimidated by these thugs; It's not right that 
these thugs get away with their Lawless terrorism and this is an oppor- 
tunity for you to take e step to put an end to this and demonstrate 
your concern for the too-often-neglected poor of San Francisco, We hope 
your actions demonstrate a strong concern for the welfare of pocer peo- 
phe, If you fail to show concern for poor peoples' health, we will show 
contempt for your health! 

Central Command--Peoples' Poreces 
{This is en excerpt,) New World Literation Front 


This time a response came quickly, Dianne Feinstein, President of the 
Hoard of Supervisors requested police protection for all the Supervisors. 
Supervisor Jonn Zarbagelata, running for mayor, decided not to show up for 
a public debate, Then Feinstein issued a statement claiming thet San Pran- 
cisco health facilities were quite adequate, praising the city/county Hos- 
pital (a notorious pit), and a challenge to the people: "If a group of ci- 
tizens presents a proposal for specific health care needs which are curren- 
tly unmet, we will see to it thet prompt action is taken," 

The N.W.L,F, hed set up the Supervisors and Feinstein had taken the 
bait, Jt was now time for u direct respenese from the community, On Dege. 
8, BARC issued an open letter to the Supervisors, 


On Decenber 7, president of the Beard of Supervisors Diane Feinstein 
issued a recporse that is en insult to all San Pranciscens, 

Clearly I Feinstein never had to lie out in the hells of San Francisco 
General Hospital for five hours waiting to be treated for è gunshot 
wound, or have an incompetent abortion from a sexist doctor, or watch 
her family suffer from malnutrition, or work at a job with sickening 
conditions so her bess could make 2 few extra bucks profit off her, or 
have to worry ahout the confidentiality of her records at a city V.D. 
clinic, or chase rats out of her kitchen, or tried to get medical aid 
while in jail, or had her brains fried by electroshock "therapy". 
Clearly she is unaware of the sickness of a society that produces a city 
with one of the highest suicide and aicoholism rates in the country, @ 
city where 28 of the 30 hospitals are located north of kerket Street. 

Or, maybe she is aware and just doesn't care! 

Equally cliesrly Feinstein and the other supervisors are scared—-not 
so much of & pee to their own health but of exposure of the erini- 
nally inadequete system of health care in San Frenciece AOE which they 
must bear mich of the res spony ibility, 

We support the N.W.L.F, demend for adequate health care and the re- 
turn of the 5100, 000 to the people of Sen Francigeo, recognizing that 
this sum of money is merely a sm&ll beginning and will be useful oniy 
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insofar 2s it is controlled by the people through 2 program designed 
by the people, We would also suggest thet a focus he made on preven- 
tive medicine end oceupationel health--areas of least profitability 
and trerefore of least concern to the Amerikan medical system, 

We are also sncouraging all sisters and brothers to add to this pro- 
cessby stating their needs and proposing their own anelyzed conclusions 
for dealing with the issues concerned. BARC 


(This is an excerpt.) 


It was our analysis that what was needed were developed plans for ful- 
filling the health needs of the people. In the meantime it wes necessary 
to Keep up the momentum and pressure. To do this in a way that would truly 
represent the people, meant involving those groups most involved in fight~ 
ing for and knowledgeable about the health needs of their owm. people. To 
that end we sent copies of our letter to about 40 such groups with a cover 
letter explaining our intentions/reasoning. 

We salso talked with several groups personally and found people quite 
receptive to the whole thing, There appeared to be fairly broad recogni~ 
tion that the underground guerrilla forces were relating very directly to 
the concrete everyday necds of the people, in practice, not just in theory 
as has often teen the case. It has only been several days since our let~ 
ter and it is impossible to further evaluate peoples response at this time. 

On December 10th Peoples Court Comrades distributed a statement poin- 
ting out thet at the seme time Feinstein was making her remarks about ade- 
quate health care, funding for neighborhood health centers was being cut 
20%. While this was happening the N.W.L.F. issued 2 new open letter to the 
Supervisors. 

You have failed to respond adequately to our Let open letter to you and 
we say, if you continue with this bullshit, intellectual vun-eround that 
doesn't speak to the demands directiy, we will use tactics you cannot 
handle! Certain of us can walk right by you in the streets or at City i 
Hali and you don't even know who we are, Justice time and the element i 


of surprise are on our side, we tell you this so you will be.sure to 
answer in a clear, direct manner this time or suffer the consequences, 


Clearly, $100,000 is only a drop in the bucket, since greedy rich poli-~ 
tileians out poor peoples! medical services by millions~-lission Health 
Center alone was denied 31.3 millior and at Grant Avenue R.B. kedical 
Services, Cuts are "upsetting the whole program", which means poor peo~ 
pls suffer once again, contrary to what Diane Feinstein says. 
Upon further consideration, we've coneludid that the interests of poor 
people would ke served best if the $100,600 is spent on medical care at 
the county jail in San Bruno. The prisoners will decide by concensus ‘ 
bow this money is spent, since they ere in a position to know best what's 
decking medically. 
dails end prisons are another tentacle of this ruling class octupus beast | 
that strenglos the life ont of poor people, This death-order imprisons i 
thousands of peopis for 10 or 20 years for “stealing” G10. Yet, pe ai 
| who are driven to “stealing? $10 are nost always poor, and have littl | 
-hope for # good life in this doe-eat-dog racist order. Foor people 


have been roboed for centuries by "legalized" robbery and now you super~. 
visors are allowing armed thugs to "legally" rob us on the streets, be- 
cause those thugs got pissed-off like spoiled brats who didn’t get their 
way--except, these aren't brats--they're arnied, racist, dangerous thugs, 
If you feil to yeild to these just demands, we will drive you to your 
grave! Thousands of poor people suffer and die daily in this country 
from no or foul. medical attention, as the rich get richer and the poor 
get poorer, and suffer, and die. ‘ie sey, help correct poor peoples’ 
health or suffer poor health yourselves. ie want to live too, as we're 
sure you and your families do. ne recognize that-—-while you didn't cre- 
ate this situation--you do control the thugs who have created and exe- 
cuted this robbery, We feel that you end your families--rich families-~ 
have no more right to live a decent life than do poor people and our 
families. You cannot stop the rage and determination of our forces in 
our struggle for these rights? 


You have until 12.00 P.M, Monday, December 15, to respond directly to--— 
and meet~-these just demands: of j ——— 

l. the stolen $100,000 will go toward badly needed medical care at 
the San Bruno county jail, 

2, <A concensus of the prisoners will decide which health need this 
money goes toward, as they are in a position to best know what's lacking 
medically. 

If you fail to de so, we will take further action, and encourage all 
progressive-minded people to drive these rich politicians from our 
midst, 

John Barbagelata—your heart cold with contempt for the needs of us 
poor people is not strong enough to endure our rage and determination} 
We have studied your weaknesses and you are a weak deranged buzzard with 
little or no concern for the suffering of oppressed people. MONDAY! 
12:00 F.M, 

{This is an excerpt. } 


Peoples’ Forces, Central Command 
New World Liberation Pront 
December 11, 1975 


mer nner 


fhe changing of the specific demand for the $100,000 to go to the 
county jail was good. It avoided a lot of potential bureaucratic bullshit 
around setting us the clinics and directly answered a previously defined 
need--eyen the sheriff hed been trying to get the money from the supervisors 
for years, Also, tne N.W.L.P, was recognizing the necessity for a broader 
health plan~--one worked up by the community. 

BARC believes that the New Vorld Liberation Front hes shown execelent 
analysis and initiative in its campaign for adequate health care. We be- 
lieve that it is now necessary for those of us aboveground and locked down 
to state our needs and organize to deal with them, f 

We believe that this situation is an execellent example of the way 
that the people and their guerrilla forces can and should work together. 
Each can and must do its part, Hach must recognize the indispensable role 
of the other and strive for a dialogue and joint effort to produce a win- 
ning strategy. We strongly encourage all comrades to participate in this 
ongoing process. 


hp 


OV BeORiedkG AS }OMe-FOswN ALY ZE 
AND “EVACUATE 


Over the past year and a half, BARC 
has been aware of numerous statements 
claiming to be from underground groups, 
Some we print and some we don't, Some 
we do not print because we feel other 
letters, articles, ete, are more im- 
portant in helping accomplish our 
goal---ãialog among underground, Lock- 
ed down, and aboveground comrades, A 
good number we do not print for other 
reasons, We run across many things 
claiming to be from folks that clear- 
ly have no part in whet is being done 
in their name, There are others by 
typewriter “guerrilla orgéenizetions" 
whose claims dry up with their ink, 
Some stuff is simply off the wall or 
incoherent. Others are phoney set- 
ups from the pigs. Sometimes there 
are statements by well-meaning com- 
rades who have simply jeapordized 
their (and possibly others!) secu- 
rity by what they write, All of 
this we try to sift through. We be~ 
lieve it is our obligation to ana- 
lyze, and not merely accept at face 
value, whatever we come across-——whe-~ 
ther it is from comrades locked down 
aboveground, or underground, If we 
conclude something will contribute 
to revolutionary dialog we will try 
_to print it---even if we don't con— 
pletely agree with its content. We 


he 


accept full responsibility for our 
analysis and for determining what we 
will distritute/print. We encourage 
and expect feedback and criticism on 
this and all our practice to help in 
our development, 

BARC has been aware of a group 
calling itself the Zapata Unit since 
last August. We have very conscious— 
1y chosen not to print any of their 
statements, We have had too many 
questions as to both the content and 
origin of statements and actions sup- 
posedly from them, We are offering 
the following observations coficern~ 
ing the Zapata Unit and the "Open ' 
Letter to the People,The Emiliano 
Zapata Unit, and New Dawn," not to 
particularly begin a dislog on them 
but rather to help clarify one part 
of the process that all comrades 
should go through in evaluating any- 
one and anything, 

The first statement from the Ze- 
pata Unit announced its existence. 
In content it was self-righteous, 
lacking in political analysis and 
big on sounding heavy. Since that 
time, we have been aware of eight 
other statements allegedly from the 
same people, In September, two 
Statements were issued claiming at- 
tacks on a guard at San Quentin and 


—44- 


on the Gaslight Theater on Bleeker 
Street in New York. Neither of these 
have been verified and to the best 

of our knowlege no such place as the 
Gaslight Theater on Bleeker St, ex- 
ists! In the beginning of October 
the Unit claimed a bombing on e P.G. 
&E, tower near Belmont, Ca. From 
what we understand, a small device 
was found undetonated. In the same 
month they claimed to have taken 1500 
dollars from "drug merchants" (not 
stated whether this meant smack dea~ 
lers or a drug store)---also unveri- 
fied. At the beginning of November, 
there was a statement saying thet 
they had taken some high explosives, 
reiterating their previous two "act 
ions.: They stated that all these 
actions could be done by great masses 
of people--~ ignoring the fact that 
people were still essentially being 
presented with non-sctions, 

The Zapata Unit took responsibil- 
ity for the Halloween bombing of a 
Safeway in Oakland. Not only was 
this action done in a way that di- 
rectly threatened people livirg in 
` the neighborhood, but the Unit went 
sọ far as to blame Safeway for their 
own incompetency. Another Safeway 
bombing was claimed on Thanksgiving 
day. This action was apparently done 
cleanly and their communique was to 
the point--—-except they pointedly 
continued to refuse responsibility 
for endangering people in their Oak- 


land Safeway bombing. 
Finally a longer statement was 


issued, with some attempts at ane- 


lysis and criticism, They begin by 
saying, "The main significance of 
(our first) communique and of the 
Zepata Unit itself, is the escala- 
tion of the communist revolution in 
this country to a higher level of 
armed struggle: from bombings and 
small expropriations, to political 
assassinations and kidnappings, bank 
appropriations, and large scale de~ 
molitions...." This appears to bear 
no relationship to their practice, 
The Unit then states that their de- 
parture from a non-injury policy on- 
ly refers to the ruling class, not 
the people, Fine! --but still no 
self-criticism for their Oakland 
Safeway attack. Next they go on to 
explain that what they meant by their 
their intention to deal "...with any 
so-called revolutionary groups, col- 
lectives, or individuals who are mo~ 
tivated by ezo-gratification, i.e. 
superstar positions, gangsterism, ad 
adventurism, etc." refers only to 
revisionists, and "... and those who 
use the people to enrich themselves 
or make a name for themselves." 

The statement concludes with an 
attack on the Barb, KPPA, and pos- 
sibly KSAN and KPQO-— their intent 
on the latter two is not clear. Cou- 
pled with this is an eppeal to the 
workers in these media to resist re- 
formism and offering “concrete sup- 
port * in any struggles they may have 
with their bosses when it is tacti- 


cally correct. 
Some folks have good intentions 


but produce bad results, SOME FOLKS 
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HAVE BAD INTENTIONS that appear 
g00d in order to suck us into their 


trip. At all times we mst examine 
appearances very carefully to see 


beneath the surface, We must not 


Ss 


On Decemter 5, KPFA reported that 
the Emiliano Zapata Unit had issued a 
coumunique charging that KPPA had been 
taken over by the U.S. Communist Perty, 
and serves only to divert the pecple's 
struggles into reformist channels ana 
dead end trips. According to KPFA, 
the Zepata Unit called on the people 
to investigate these charges and re- 
port their findings, 

AS an active member of the under- 
ground guerrilla forces in this region, 
I feel compelled, first to respond to 
these charges end second, to ask some 
questions of the Zapata Unit. Before- 
hand, however, I must criticize KPPA 
for not broadcasting this communique 
in full. This communique has not yet 
become readily available +o someone 
in mp position, making it difficult to 
thoroughly evaluate and understand it. 
Still, the apparent thrust of the 
charges seems absurd enough to respond 
to. 

KPFA is, without a doubt, one of 
the best sources in the San Prancisco 
Bay Area for overall international, 
national and local news, They are 
one of the few alternative news sour- 
ces arourd who do not drastically co- 
lor their reporting in favor of any 
particular dogmatic political line, 
or in order to make a profit. KPPA 
beers no resemblance et all to the 


confuse our hopes and expectations 
with whet we can see through care- 
ful analysis, The revolutionary 
process is not well served by un- 
questioning acceptance or sloppiness, 


pig medie--the big business radio sta- 
tions, TV stations, newspapers, maga— 
zines and press services who delib— 
erately lie and distort the facts in 
order to deceive the people and pro- 
tect the ruling class, 

KEFA does deserve some criticism. 

In general they have reported fairly 
and fuily on the growth of the guer- 
rilla stru;gle here during the pest 
few years, though scmetines with a 
notable lack of enthusiasm, Tne KPPA 
news department for instance, nas at 
times been too willing to accept the 
pig media's damage estimates after 
guerrilla attacks, still, they-ere re~ 
ported, and our conmuniques read or ex- 
plained with relatively little distor- 
tion, It is fundamentally importent 

to the growing guerrilla forces that 
our communications reach the brogdest 
possible sections of oppressed and wor~ 
king people, 

KEFA, clearly, is no tool of the 
ruling class, It is very difficult to 
understand why the Zapata Unit has cho- 
sen to attack KPFA in this manner, 
There is no purpose served by drawing 
unnecessary battle lines between the 
underground aug those who serve the _ 
people, 

The people shoulda carefully analyze 
this situation, and draw whatever con~ 
clusions are appropriate and necessary. 


= 
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For my part, I will relate here some 
observations avout the Zapata Unit, 

and address several questions to then, 
I feel that these questions reflect the 
widespread concerns of many people, and 
that it could only help to clarify 
things if the Zapata Unit would respond 
to them in a forthright manner, 

I hasten to edd that I have no in- 
formation about the Zapata Unit other 
than their public words and deeds. 

FIRST COM UNIQUE 

The Zapata Unit issued its first 
communique on August 13, 1975 (BARB, 
8/22/75; THE PEOPLE UNITED, 9/75). 

The Zapata Unit claims to be an “un- 
derground People's force...a multi- 
national unit determined to destroy 
the fascist imperialist insect...To 
accomplish this we will engage in po- 
litical kidnapsing, political assassi- 
nations, bank expropriations, ail car- 
ried out by commando units, We wili 
also use very high exolosives to eli- 
minate certain capitelist agencies and 
inetitutions...We will be focusing . 
first of all on the treasury agents 
deployed in the Bay Area." The Zapata 
_Unit also threatened to employ “tactics 
such @s raiding radio stations and ta- 
king control temporarily...Also we are 
maintaining safehouses from which we 
are able to break into redio frequen- 
cies by means of short wave radios, 
if any of our communications are dis- 
torted by the pig medie,..or even the 
people's media," 

Further, the Zapata Unit promised 
to "deal with any so-called revolu- 
tionary groups. collectives or indi- 


¥iduals who ere notivated by ego- 
gratification, i.e.superstar: posi- 
tions, gangsterism adventurism, ete." 
Finelly, the August 12 communique: 
claimed that "a complete political 
statement...will apvear soon," 

In the four months since the Za- 
pate Unit issued this communique there 
have been three verifiable bombings 
which they have taken credit for. 

There have been, however, no know 
attacks carried out on Treasury agents, 
no political kidnappings, no political 
assassinations, no bank robberies and 
no reiding of radio stations carried 
out in their name. Not have they issued 
a full political statement. In the 
main, this first communique appears to 
be largely a collection of unfufilled 
threats against both the pigs and cer- 
tein unnamed elements of the left. I 
have five questions for the Zapate Unit 
concerning this cOmmunique: 

1)Why did you promise to "first of ali" 
focus on Treasury egents if you were 
not sure of your ability to attack them? 
2) Why did you threaten kidnappings, 
assassinations, bank robberies, end the 
rading of radio stations if you did not 
have workable plans to carry them out? 
Surely you must realize that making 
promises that you cannot fufill een 
only neke the underground appear weak, 
37 Why did you threaten to "deal with" 
revolutionaries "motivated by ego- 
gratifications" without expleining to 
the people just who you were talking 
bout, and just how you planned to 
"deal with" A vague threat like 
this cen only be expected-to cause dis-- 


then? 
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trust, fear and paranoia within the 
revolutionary movement. 4 

4) Why heve you nöt issued "a con- 
plete political statement" as you 
promised? 

5) Why did not issue a communique be- 
fore you had taken any actions which 
thepeople could use to evaluate your 
politics and capabilities? 

The Zapata Unit got in the news near 
the end of August when State Senator 
H.L. Richardson called a press confer- 
ence and released the Zapate Unit's 
forst communique to the medie. Rich- 
ardson claimed that he didn't want to 
give “terrorists” publicity, but just 
had to let the people know about the 
Zapata Unit since their communique was 
being passed out of the streets of 


Berkeley. 


"FIRST ARMED ATTACK" 

In September, the Zapata Unit claims 
to have "carried out its first arned 
attack on the Amerikan ruling class," 
In a communiaue dated Septermser 14, 
and circulated by New Daw (THE PEOPLE 
UNITED, 10/75), the Zapate Unit claims 
"the fire-bombing of...a prison guard 
from San Quentin." There is no evi- 
dence that such an attack ever took 
place, nor has the Zapate Unit made it 
possible to investigate this alleged 
act. Who wes this prison guard? He is 
described as "chosen because of his 
especially pig-like attitude and ec- 
tions," yet remains unnamed, New Dewn 


speculated that the attack wes not 
successful, but the communique "had .. 


still does not explain why th 


£, 


already been sent out before," Tris 
e guerd 
is unnamed. The Zapata Unit communi- 
que elso promises similar actien - 
ereainst Ode gee Prison guerds"on our 
list 
information given us by our trusted 
comrades and supporters inside the- 
Kamps of Kalifornia," The Zapata Unit 
has not claimed any further attacks 

on prison guards since this threat was 
made three months ego, I have these 
questions for the Zapata Unit, 

6) Did this attack actually take plac: 
If not, why have you not cleared up the 
confusion by saying to the people? 

T) Why was the prison guerd you al- 
legedly attacked unnamed? ‘Why are his 
“especially pig-like attitude and ac- 
tions" not detailed or explained? 

&) Why did you once egain neke thresis 
this time against prison guaids——with- 
out backing them up? 

Sometime after this prison guard 
communique appeéred, the Zapata Unit 
claimed credit for a "gasoline and 
black powder bomb" at a P,G.&E, trans- 
mission tower in the woods near Pel- 
mont. According to media accounts 
there was little damage done. I am 
not sure precisely when this bombing 
took place, j 

In a communique that New Dewn re- 
ceived on October 29 (and circulated 
only by New Dawn) the Zapata Unit 
claims to neve "successfully execu- 
ted an armed expropriaticn of 
$1500 from drug merchants..." using 
"two automatic weapons with banana 
clips, 30 shot, with extra clips," 


been compiled from. 
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Like the alleged fire-bəmbing of the 
San Quertin guard, this claim is also 
impossible to verify. According to 
the Zapata Unit, “the names of the 
reactionary elements and location are 
withheld for security reasons." I 
have only one question concerning this 
communique : 
9) Why would you serd a communique 
about an action which is impossible to 
verify? ithet purpose does it serve? 

In another communique, received by 
ew Dawn on Novermber 1 {and again cir- 
culated only by them) the Zarate Unit 
claims that "powerful explosives were 
expropriated from private ownership." 
The night before New Dawn received 
this communique the Zapata Unit pro- 
vided graphic proof that they did 
indeed have powerful explosives, 

THE HALLOWEEN BOMBING 

At 9:30 on Halloween evening a po- 
werful bomb exploded outside a Sefe- 
way store on 18th Street in Oakland, 
This bomb clearly endangered the lives 
of the children who could be expected 
to be on the streets at this time. It 
was only by luck that no children were 
in the area when the bomb went off. 
The bomb did blow in the windows of 
nearby working class homes, and must 
have shaken up the workers at the store 
who, the media reported, were still in- 
side, having just closed the store, 

On November 1, the Zapata Unit took 
credit for this bombing (BARB,11/7/75). 
According to the Zapata Unit, they 
called KPFA “shortly after the bomb. 
was planted." The EPFA management de- 


nies having received any such warning. 
Either way, this bombing was defini- 
tely carried out in a revolutionery 
manner, Bombs should not be set off 
on the street. Warning cr no warning, 
this was a totally unnecessary risk. 
While Safeway is a fine target, there 
was no reason it had to be bombed on 
Halloween evening. 


2 


In addition, *this homb was placed 
dangerously close to the homes sur- 
rounding the store, There were bet- 
ter places to set the bomb—~pleces that 
would have resulted in less damage to 
the surrounding, ¢ommunity, and more 
damage to the store, The Zapata Unit's 
demand that -Safeway “reimburse its 
neighbors for thé damage that its un- 
neighborly, exploitative policies have 
forced the liberation forces to. cause" 
in inédequate, The Zapate Unit was 
not forced to cause damage to Safewny's 
neighbors, and they must know daim weli 
nat Sefeway won't pay for it. 

The quezticns I have for the Zapata 
Unit concerning this bombing are the 
most. importent ef all: 

10) \hy did you ignore the obvious 
risks involved in setting off a bomb 
on the streets on Hellow en evening? 
11) Why did you plant such a power- 
ful bomb so near people's homes? 

12) Why have you not apologized to 
the people for the damage and fear 
that you caused? 
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THANKSGIVING 


ana latest verifiable 
place on Thankgiving 


The third 
bombing took 
evening. This time the bomb was well- 
placed behind a San Francisco 
store. A fair amount of damage was 
done, The bomb was well shielded from 
the public, there 
in the store. It woulda be nice to 
think that this bombing was the result 
of a re-evaluation by the Zapata Unit 
of the mistakes of their Halloween 
but in the 
public self-criticism, 


Sefeway 


and were no workers 


absemge of eny 


< 


I hope that the _ 
choose tu set forth someaser s self- 
criticism. The people Wire a right to 
lanation js om iellow- 


k-i a- 
gainst the left, ricus 


and rÆ ~ 
unfilled promises of was feel 


that the twelve questions" Ihave asked 
here 


bombing, 


speculate. 


hear some exp 
een bombing, for your 


would be a good place to start. 


i aweit your response, 


NEW DAWN 


I think that this would =zlso be a 


good time to ask a few questions to 
the ñer Dawn Party. while the BARB 


has printed a couple of the Zapata 


Unit's comuniques, New Dawn is the 
only organization which has consis- 
tently reprinted and distributed then 
all, Yet Ne 
little criticism of any of the Zapa- 
ta Unit's actions or communiques, 
despite the 


w Dawn had offered very 


nany questions that peopie 


keve had, For instance, 


plauded the Zaseta Unit's first com- 


Muniqve: “Some hve questioned the 
authenticity. “ve judge the politics, 


The politics ere right.” New Dawn 

goes on to approve of the Zapata Unit's 
threats ageinst certain unnamed revolu- 
tionary groups: "Many organization: 
are giving lip service to these politics 
e.. Without taking to heart or even nav- 
ing a desire to take to heart whet mo- 
tivates so many tc put their lives on 
the line, These are tease and 
potentially very dangerous enemies 
cause they appear in our forn. eie 
Unit 


of the conditions here 


seems to have a gocd understandings 

The Zapata Unit's communique 
not show "a good understanding" 
If they did, 


at least pointed cut 


"opportunists” at all. 
they would have 
a few examples in order to clarify 
what they are talking about, 
Dawn's state 


New 


ment about unmened 


"in our form", like the threats of the 
Zapata Unit, only create confusion and 
distrust. 

I would also like New Dawn to ex~ 
plain its uncritical acceptance of the 
Zapata Unit's Helloween bombing. 

I hope that this letter will te of 
some use in sterting to clarify th 
questions surrounding the Zapata Unit, 
it would help, i think, if it is re- 


produced and rebroadcast in order to + 
reach all concerned. I send 
to all my comrades-in—arms, 
Venceremos, 
Jones 


